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SKIPPER' S SCRAWL

With only 3 weeks to Chrlstmas, and so many thlngs
still to be done, and now find myself having my -
knuckles rapped by the Editor for being late with my
copy for Water Rat.

So, let me open by wishing everyone a Happy Christ-
mas and a prosperous New Year. Should we have another
Open Day early in the New Year to let everyome work

- off those extra pounds put on from the Christmas'
fayre, or, perhaps a New Year's Working Party at HQ??

Bruno is complaining of all the glitter and tinsel
he has to sweep up after Beaver meetings. The Guild
dinner was well attended - the Cubs Christmas show
was enjoyed by all who attended, the Sea Rangers are
off Carol singing, so obviously everyone is getting
in festive mood!

The parents I 'collared' at the Open Evening how
have covenant forms for subscriptioms - please

X : ‘ remember to return ASAP, since each signed covenant
o R is worth £15 to the Group at the expense of the tax-

man. If any Beaver or Scout parents have not signed
, up yet, please speak to Nigel Duffin (Tel.977-8305),
‘ o who will let you have a covenant form.All the form
needs is your signature - it does not cost you any-
thing, you can still pay subs weekly,monthly or
termly. The covenant automatically ceases should

' - o your son leave the Group, so all in all,its too good
/ﬁ) to miss. If everyone signed up,. it would mean about
h . Y £1,000 for the Group - at no extra cost to parents!

Thanks to Steve Leader and those who helped at
the Bazaar, we made just .over £300 - unfortunately
we did not seem to have as many customers as last
year,so takings were down- whether or not it was due °
to the Bazaar being on a Saturday rather than Sunday,
or, perhaps some other reason, we cannot say. Anyway,
thanks again to everyone for their hard work.

y Finally, a Job Sheet is attached to this issue.
£ g@ : listing all the work outstanding to finish off HQ.

Please look through to see if there are any jobs you
can undertake,then let us know: Thats all for mnow.

G.S.L. Keith.Maund.

'rom Editor: Next 'Water Rat' published on lst FEBRUARY 1990. Allvcopies pleése
by: -20th January. Thank you. Ed.
J'I
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DAIRY DATES.

5th-7th Jan. ...... Scouts Winter Camp. (PLS & APLS)Bentley Copse.

8th Jan, «++.... Beavers start back
9th Jan. .eesse. Scouts start back
10th Jan «sse0ss Cubs start back.

15th Jan. «e..s. Scouters Meeting H.Q.
20th Jan vesess '3 A Side Competition'
2lst Jan eeesss District lst Aid Camp
22nd Jan +ses00 Executive - Group. HQ.
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CHIEFS CHAT - (Report from Scout Leader.

We entered 2 teams in the Volleyball Competition, and congratulations
are in order to the U/13 who came 2nd, losing the playoff in the final by
just one point - well done. The U/16 team came 2nd, and would have done
better if they had woken up earlier in the lst round! Nevertheless,well done
also to all the boys.

We had 10 boys who attended the Basic Airmens Course, and 7 took the
final test, (At the time of writing we still do not know how many passed).

We also had 10 boys who attended the Firefighting Course, but only 2 took
the badge.

I would like to say another word about attendance at the meetings, on
Tuesday nights and Saturday afternocons. We only had © boys turmed up on
the 25th November,6 boys on the following Tuesday, and only 5 boys on the
Saturday. As I have booked 5 instructors for various subjects, how can they
teach, when we do not have a full turnout of boys - this will be a waste
of their valuable time, not too mention the Leaders time! I sincerely hope
that in the New Year we will see a drastic improvement in the attendance,
after all it is purely for the boys benefit and enjoyment that we give
our time and interest.

There will be Winter Camp for PLS and APLS on 5Sth-7th January at Bentley
Copse (times and details will be given to the boys concerned). The weekend
for Torpoint for the 4th-6th February, if we are lucky’ enough to be selected,
(9 boys will go to the HMS Raleigh)

There will be swimming practise starting on Sunday mornings at Richmond
Baths at 7.00am ! (Dates to be announced)

Our last meeting will be on Tuesday 19th December, and the lst meeting -
after Christmas will be Tuesday,%th January '90.

A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all, from us, Chief,

Chips and Coxswain. .
Chief. Mick Chinnock
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CUBS CAPERS (Report from Cub Leader)

We had a very good evening at our Christmas Show. hveryboay ‘thoroughly
enjoyed it., Many congratulations to all the boys who worked so hard, and
gained their Entertainments badge. Our many thanks to the parents who

supported it so well.
We wish you all a very Happy Chtistmas and will see you on the 10th

January at our lst meeting for the New Year.

AKELA & RIKKI
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SOCIAL CLUB  “CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR'S DINNER PARTY" TO BE HELD AT H.Q.,

ON SATURDAY, 13th JANUARY at /.30pm - Please see attached form for tickets.
Everybody welcome. Not to be missed - The last
one was an overwhelming success ......

Nigel Duffin
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