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EDITORIAL

As I write this it is Twelth Night and so the cclebrations of Christ-
nias arce now officially over, As a last fling, the frontispiecec of this
igsuc is in a festive vein., It is a copy of the Frontispiece of Decen=-
ber 1937, a reniniscencce of over thirty ycars ago.

Skipper nakes a bricy survey of the years activitices within, the Group
in his article on the facing page. TFor me, one of the inlost comnendable
¢fforts which has comtinucd thioughout the year has becen the Cubs'
unfailing noney raising for their Guide Doz Appeal. One rust remark, of
coursc that Pat Newmarch has always bcecen the driving force bechind this,
and it has not becn one of the schenes that start with a big flash and
soon fizzle out but has persevered for nany years under her guidaice.
The fund has rccently rcceived a boost of about &30 (it is hoped) from
the Scouts and Venturc Scouts who undertool. a “Charity Row" for the pur-
pose, ond werc sponsorcd by their friends and relatives, Believe nc,
rowing 30 miles in the niddle of winter is no jole!

Unfortunately, the layout of this issue is not up te the usual stan-
dard - thore scuiied to be too much for 10 pages and toe little for 121
Alest ninute spot of forgebtfulness had nc writing the title “"Venturc
Scouts' backward on the stencil in situl

Belated Best Wishes for the New Yecar to all readcersy v

DATES FOR _YOUR DIARY
liarch 235rd Group Jumble Salc
April 12th-25th Ecster weckend, Expedition for Troop Patrol Leaders

and Assistuont Patrol Leaders. Venture Stout
Greenhithe-and--back Challenge Gig Racce.

“June  29th. Fote 168

August 10th-2kth Troop Sumner Canmp at Chidhaa ncar Chichester.




SKIPPIR'S SCRAWL &

The commencement of a new year is the time when most firms tale stock
of their assets and I suppose nearly all of us do some mental stocke
taking, Older people tend to look backwards and review the happenings
of the past, often with the result of rcalising how far what has been
accomplished has fallen short of their aspirations. On the other hand
the morc youthful members of society look forward with hizh hopes to
spectacular achievements in the future. In this way they are cncouraged
by a growing scnse of ability and strength., Whilst I trust that all of
us in Scouting are young enough, at least in mind, to indulge in this
latter exerecise, it is worth while briefly to survey some of the Group's
activitics during 1967,

In all sections of the Group, stecady progress has been made in the
nornal training programme, which of course provides the backbome df our
Scout life, Apart from this, numerous expeditions, cruiscc and camps
have been undertaken, not without sowme mishaps, I regret to say, but
valuable lessons have becen learned. International friendships have been
fostered by visits to Austria and France, and many memprable cxperiences
have been gained, The National Sea Scout Regatta again cnabled the
Group to demonstrate its prowess in the actual evernts and, by the manner
in which all kinds of pcoplc associated with the Group rallicd round
providing hospitality for a host of visiting competitors, it earned high
praise from all concerncd., Throughout the yecar, the backing of the
Parcnts' Association and Guild of Olcd Scouts has not only safe-guarded
our finances but has been the source of invaluable c¢ncouragement to the
Scouters in their work on behalf of the boys.

In looking to the futurc with its NEW LOOL, both in uniforms and pro-
ficiency tests, etc., we must not losc¢ sight of the OLD LANDIIARLS, We
nmust kcep the OUT in our SCOUTING and here, as Sea Scouts we have the




4'great advantage that in our contact with the wind and sea, we are
brought facc to face with the wonders of creation and so to our Duty to
God. This, az interpreted in the Scout Law, is the fundamcntal basis of
all our undertakings. Incidentally we learn that the OUT also involves
an outward look towards other people. To think of others and to forget
our selfish desires is probably the world's r"read:e.;t neec¢ in this day
and age.

Cissie joins me in wishing all Vileandersi and friends a Happy and
Rewarding New .Year.

WHAT'S CUBBING ANYWAY

To stand ="
purple with cold admiring ‘fours’ five v. ‘'theirs' eleven,
To discover
THEY are "at howme'’, not you,
So what do you do with hopes not of heaven,
Twelve quartered oranges, sparc ref, ball and whistle too.

To keep -
a halloon under your legs and balance an e; g on your head,
To float A
on your bacl: for a length at the barfs,
To be met with your asthmatic inhaler and half-dead
Ancé told ‘'well you TRIED a2nd it's only for larfs',

To try -
and hitch hike wearing your new fore and aft
Whilst loolking for the two who should be with the other twenty eight
To be told
"T'm not helning no traffic warden who's dafth
To remember
theore were only eisht and twenty when countec at the gate.



To interview -
a future man-like Cub,
To be told
“Banlz of England’ for religious belief
(To feel lik saying - ielcome to the Club¥
Sut to know that innocence will be all too brief).

To "Plan Ahead! -
a "group', hammer, paint, and malre
imsical sessions, rehearse bangs plus oral,
Pow whan ke-pow thud ‘Deckhandsi earth qualie
THEI PROLIERS HIT BY POX and quarters our choral.

To notice =~
twelve ears intent on a yarn of Iloah and his Ark,
Six mouths take over to act out of sight,
To hear
"I'm God, what shall I do today?" may sound starlk,
And for Noah to say '"Hullo Godii! but for eight years old it's right.

THAT'S CUJEBING
by a Cub Scout Leader.

PARUINTS' CORNER

Since the last Water Rat when we were recovering from the National Sea
Scout Regatta we have nostly been concerned with the Christmas Dazaar
which this year we called the "LIANDER MARKET,

The Tudor Hall has limitations on space so on this occasion we tried
out a system of joining our ‘prefabricated’’ stalls baclk to back to fora
a central shopping area in the middlec of the hall with the gift stall
facing prospective custoimers as they came in the door., In addition we




"used cach corner of the room and were able to provide spacc for the Cubs!
Stall and Christmas Cards, All in all, the cvent went off very well and
we found that the new layout resulted in a steady circulation of visitors
and also looked attractive.

In an effort to encourage visitors not connecied with Leander, a prin-
ted invitation containing some amusing illustrations by Bill Williamson
was produced, and 2,500 copies werc distributed to houscs in the vicinity

of the Tudor Hall. Although it is difiicult to assess the results,
there is no doubt that quite a fow people were casual visitors unconnec~-
ted with the Group. Anyway they 211l helpeé by spending to swell the pro-
to £110.

We hope to arrange a recting early in the new year to start planning
for 1968, The Group Jumble Sale is to be held on 23rd March and the
Sumer Fete on 29th June., For the latter fido' which is to be called
Fete '68 we have been fortunate in obtaining permission to use the
grounds of Rivermead School. Howecver, with such a large field to cope
with it will be essential that we havce lots of stalls, lots of sideshows,
and bags of new ideas. May your son rely on your help - because that is
whon everyone is helping. JACK CRUNMP.

TROCP _ N&WS

In an adventurous mooc, Jonathan, Drewsle, Ant and Simon were chauf-
fercd to the Stepping Stones in the niddle of the night, and nade a raft
there out of rope, 0il drunms and poles, to Tfloat down to Leatherhead, a
distance of about 4 miles. They went quitc happily to start with so
Jonathan decided to liven the trip up with a few bangers, but the trip
soon becamne more eventful when they were confronted with a weir, After
that had been left behind, Drewsle's oil drum came loosc, and when it
ranucd the banlk cance adrift, and the occupant was 1loft floundering in
the water.

As a result of the Patrol Leaders' decision a new scherne for Saturday

o




7.

programmes is being tried: two Patrols go out and two stay at the H.Q.
For their outing the Beavers have becen to the Ice Rink, hiked from Leith
Hill to Box Hill, andé tourcd the Docks, Yoolwich and Greenwich on a Red
Rover. The Scazulls have becen canocing along the Hogsnill and tobogan-
ning in Richrond Park. Thce Herons have oycled to Lohden Airport ancd
2lso tourcd London on a Red Rover, The Storks have becen om a cycle trip
and also completed a Red Rover tour to the South Rensington Muscunms, etc,
Several informed activities havc been organised, including the build-
ing of a large catapult and a Charity Row. The catapult was built on
the Sturday before Christmas and was used for hurling bricks onto the
wastc land beside the H.Q. The Charity Row to help buy a Guide Dog for
he blind was supposed to be fron liarlow to kingston (36 miles) but, be-
cause of the foot and rnouth, it was from Kingston to Woolwich to #Disco-
very' (38 niles). This is hoped to raise about 330. S TMON

S.R.$. VICTOR

Th: Sea Ranger Regatta at the beginning of October comics to nind first
of all. We had gone hoping to bring the cup back with us but soon real-
ised this was not to be; adnittcdly we could have rowed, pulled, etc. a
little harder, but sincc we wero prevented, through no fault of our own,
from entering one race, we left feecling rather disappointed. Owing to
the ¢fforts of three ‘"Valicnt Venturcrs'’, Mole, Archie, and Bug, Victor
won the mixed gip race, and afterwerds(according to trdition) the cox
(Bug) took a dip in the cool, refreshin; Themes. Did he causs a sensat-
ion with the Sce Rangers on the banlk!

The last boating acicvement of thc season to be gained was Marilyn's
boating pernit. The Saturday morning she took it was extrencly cold and
her hardy crew thoroughly cxpected the river to freeze over. However,
after repeating man overboard' and various other nanoevres about a dozen
tines, all raced bacl to the beautifully warr galley to nake that bless-

1 liguid - crwisc known as coffec. .
& Liguid othe - (continued over)
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Over the past few months we have becn having various speakers at our
Monday meetings. Nye instructing us in navigation soon found that there
was 2 considerable amount to teach us but nevertheless we persevered;

Mr and Mrs Dow showed us how to make attractive Christmnas table ceontres;
and lastly a friend of Vendy's .gaver:us.sorie. new and. unusual ideas for
wrapping Christnas presents then throwing sone run—-of-the-nill paper
around gifts. We thank all thesc visitors for giving up their time to

be with us. SUSAN ROBERTS
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We have been busy since pen was last put Lo paper so herc are the
cvents in ordcer. At the Hational Sca Scout Regatta the Venturc Scouts
helped the Group to conie 2nd in the Gala, andéd retained the Gig Pulling
Trophy for thc sccond year. Following this was the District Venture
Nizht Hike in which two tcams were cntercd. . They camne 7th and 9th; as
the course was difficult, the judges foreibly stopped us and no-onc¢ fin-
ished. Next came¢ the County Swimming CGala at the Shell Centre. Archie
won the two lenzgthe back crawl and Bug, Philip, Gordon and Archie won
the relay. There was a film evening tc encourage new nwrbers i.e. cach
Venture Scout brought down a fricnd, Ve added Phlllp Spith to Gordon
Grahan who had just cone up, and both incrcased our ranks.

Then cores our driving experience. As Nyc dislikes Barbara (Castle)
he increased her worries by taking the entirc unit to sonc woods and
letting us drive his Land Rover, Sowmconc disliked Nye and bent his
bunper - it was straightencd with a blcci and tackle. After the Adnir-
alty Inspection ther was a Sunday spent climbing at Harrison's Rocks
which was enjoyed by all.

Since then we have had our Christrmas outing around London to see ‘A
Man for All Seasons’’ and our Christias Dinncr.

So an overdue Happy New Year to cveryone from the Officer Cormanding
Erogamandag DRIAYN LEYSHON.

0




REPLIT TO ADI.TRAL COMIADING ASSERVES ., 9.
I inspected Kingston (Leander) Sea Scouts at Group Headquarters, Lower
an Road, Kingston-on~-lhanes on Thursday 23rd lfovember at 1930.

From the initial introduction to Commissioners, 'ilders', Leaders and
instructors to an overall glance at the parade I was aware of a quiet
balance and confidence of the mature unit, and everything following
supported this impression.

The Parade and Inspection of Patrols was well controlled except for
slipht head poverient in the centre, on conpletion all hands cleaned into
No.8 uniform (all marized with nanes). Despite darlness all hoats were
manned (Some 16, from canoes to 20ft fibruglass ;igs). I wes conducted
around the various projects, Outboard servicing, a cliff abseil practice,
wire splicing, filnms, mouth to mouth display with dwiny, and more, I was
inpressed with tlie substantial workshops, storerooms, tle excellent sur-
veillance froi: the 'Dridge' of all water uCulVlty. 3y any standards the
group is lavishly eguipped. .

iingston have clearly profitted from the stimulus of host to past
Scouting regattas, I feel mermberehip is sought after and thev can afford
to be selective.

The inspection was attendel by G.Davidsocn Esq., A.C.C. and V.Sedgeley
ESQo D.C .

Since the last inspection, the followiang awards have becen nade:-
Second Class...10, #irst Class...2, Seamans Badge...1, in addition, 1&
nautical proficiency badges have been gained.

A very gooc inspectiom, I strongly recoriuend continuance of Royal Haval

flecognition.
(signed) A.F, GINN

- o

Lieutenant Commander R,N.




. OUR_SIDE OF THE INSPICTION

As usuval, this tocl. plece on a cold, daup, windless Toveriber cvening
(really it just scems 1lil:e that - the last one was in Junc) and this
year we had a new Inspecting Officer - Lt. Cndr. Ginn. Various runours
about the fiery treatnent we were lilkely to receive had becon heard, and,
true to fori:, on the ctrolke of 1930 hrs a roar came from the end of the
lain Declk and the Troop visibly braced thoiiselves for the expected on-
slaught, Hdowever the onslau it rapidly chansed to a fairly typical ins-
peciion, cnlivened by the ruestions »ut to nost of the Scouts. Lt. Cndr,
Ginn loolied a bit surprised on nceting two Patricis and a Scamnus in one
Patrol (they are all Eng 1loh) One loolk at the V.3,U. (Venturc Scout
Unit to the ignorant) was enough to :ake hin decide not to ask them any-
thing., (.hy? as: any Veature Scout,) :

Both the V.C.U. and the Troop went out in *arious boats and canoes
(fiftcen altogether) but for at least the scventh consccutive: Admiralty
Inspection the wind was little more tlhan force O (suolic rices vertically)
After sceing the V.3.U. ot worl: on splicing wire rope and overhauling an
outboard, he thaen spent several ninutes asking those vho were doing the
chartwor!: various gucstions. (At least they lkneow s»ring tidec occur
every fortnight.)

Sonichow the official projramme ot slightly altered, so that it was
all ton casy to open a door and finé oncesclf facing tlic Inspecting
Officer and his retinuc, but this did not, ol course, prgvent various
activitios taliding plece, includiag abseiling ( a sophiticated mcthod of
sliding deown a rope), artificial respiration practice on Resusci-Annie
(a lady kiown to many rcaders) and octcorology.

Finally w. all mustercd in tho j.ein Deck for the sw ing up. This wes
senerally very favourable, althour the shallownc:ns of lnowledpe on &
fow aspects of sone of the activitics was hinted at,

Leandcr w succesnsfull, completed over tventy fdniralty Inspec-
tions, and n one of the hundrod Admiralty Qualifieﬂ Units since
the scene was inauguratol during tie last war.

PITER.




