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EDITOLRIAL.

If this Editorial sounds a little ad lib.", this is sinply explained by
the fact that it is! Christmas and the New Year have, I am afraid, nmade
their mark in an unusually largc spate of late or crratic contributions.
This has resulted in even norc last minute panic than usual, and, belicve ne,
that's saying sonething. Having lct off that roclct, I cone to thHe centonts
of the present offurdng. ‘

It becomes more difficult ecach time to find a differcnt and suitadblc way
of thanking those artistic stalwarts of the WaterRat?, Pat Nevmarch and
ur.Hunter. Pat has reproduced a Christmas-New Year-ctc. card which the
Group sent to the Linz Scouts. The origial wus about 361x12" and was signed
by nearly everyonc in the Group. I am told we had to apply for another
overdraft to pay the postage! Mr Hunter's drawing of the "Sir Winston
Churchill" iz a refercnce to Abo's cruise in her, which is mentioned by
Skipper. Pat has also been burning the midnight oil writing a nost cnter-
Taining article about the visit of the Austrian Scouts callcd "Rover Rede
Rotter Redsx Redcetschzxcly', or something. Other articles arc as usual,
except perhaps the Ranger one, but there 2gaiNe.e o « s o o s # o

a successful year to all our readcrs.
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Skipper'c Scrawl (continued fron page 3)
Winston Churchill and received an excellent report from the Master. On his
return to New Zealand Chris is taliing up farming, and we wish him cvery
success. !

It pives me very speciel pleasure to welcome Andrew Goodall into the Cub
Scout Pack. ihen I first became a iScout in-1911, Andrew's grandfather,
Georpge (Senior) was a Patrol Leader and later Assistant Scoutmaster. In due
course, Andrevi's father, George (Junior) jeined the Cubs. Ie became a Scout,
then a Rover, and eventually llover scout Leader. Ie has been a menber of
the "Leander" Branch of the B.,P. Cuild of old Scouts since its formation and
ic at preseunt the Ion. Treasurer. e are about to celebrate the 60th
Jubilee Yeor of Scoutin, and there are no doubt many nmembers of ths Movemcutl
whose grandfathers were Scouts, but thcere must be very few instances where
"all three zenerations have bLeen menberc of the sae Group.



THE SKIPP..:'3S SCRAWL. S

The Seoutl tiovement has now Zad sis poaths in which te i ost the recommen-
dations contuine: in the lleport of the -Hiaf weout's Advance Party. A few
chan;es have already Doen mads :nd with the Novs Tear rany more will come
into farce. Sone of the early arc tJHﬂQ aont easily made anl are net
nceceesarily the nlost imnortont largel; shanges in nomenclature, TFor

2rasn l;, the Yoli Cub kacl: bo Cui Zecout Pael:, th. Uourt of Lonour
will Do Znowvn as the Patrol a6 leebting, and the Local ‘ssociation has
been re~desiznatel the Listrict Jcout Council. Other changes, mainly at
vistriet level, involve peosle such Asnisfont District Comdsicners, who
will be cencerncd with alvisin on, au! puttin I the nov training
syIlabuges vhickh will ia tipe et the iadd the tirece
guctiohs sovereat, viz. Cub Seouts, sicouie, couts.

The bi i the Oibapyvearance of ’h; nong braach under

) Clder mombers of ¢ Loverent up to the a6 of 20 will in Ffuture
be” catere b, the Veuture lcout Troop thus involvin_ wuu extension -of the
activities of this section with tlu 1i'-clihoo’ oF conicorable advantage to
ity youger nembern. Those over the a;e of 20 will Yecome members of the

-
wervice Crew ané this will onphasisce their truz rol. as acult’ meinbers ol the
Lov.iient, pledged to ;ive their instructors ond in mony other
cpacities over a wile field both ol u; or ‘coul Dimtrict an’ to
the ucﬂ'ﬂﬁltj at large. In the our weinLers whe have been
wulu t) Qo 8¢ huve not hesitatel arrants ao Assiztant Leaders
; have accoptsd rgmpnanJilﬂty .0 carryin , on the tradition and
spucation whieh the Group hus earna.” itoelf ov.ur the nast half-century,
Zith the comiluetion of his cuties in Loa ‘on, Uavpfain iLercer of the DNoyal
lew Zealand Yavy has roturned to ov sealend ond Ehe Croup had to. say
HGocd-bye' Yo Chris. 'uﬂlnu the years that he has bYecn am ~r, Chrie las
provee nirceli an o tetanlin chut vhom all those who h;ﬂ ¢ privilege oi
nowing h will alwa reuepber for his uturlin" cualities t it
e
T
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Ve . Jhilm; rith

the Group, he 7__1ﬂn Lh Queen'n cut Bacze ant thlr Dulte of Ldinburzhi's
Gold u‘g&ﬁ. e yasg. aled sclected for a IoLbli ILt's eruisc in the HBir

(contlnuc at the botton of nage 2,
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Yaotional Song: ‘'Das Gelbe U~Dooti.

¢ ROVER ROTTE RADETSKY - Seniors to Joul

Anglo-Austrian exchanges of one sort or another have teen to-ing and fro-
inz between Linz and Leander for over twe yeors, starting mildly with post=-

cards of Old Father Thames v. the Dlue Danube, and gatiering momentum in the
form of eight lucty - in the nicest posgsible sense - Austrian Senior Scouts
Gerhard Stilrmer, Michael Kocher, lMichael and Christof Langhof, Willy
Herenwarter, Franco CGiradi, lLirt liayer, and Peter Schaumberger.

\ eander and 4th YWorcester Farl Groun had invited them to stay for six
weeks as part of their plans for World Friendship TYear, arriving at Victoria
July 6th. Daisy and Hye deposited them at Roland House, Stepney, where

they spent their first weel: with mainly stai htforward tourist stuffl,
including queueing outside a 2.B,C, Studio wherc they were asked to Join the
audience for a recorded radic show: ''Crazy Deat? (very apt).

Then tth Worcester Parlk tool: over for a couple of weecks ~ I'm pleased to
say. Owing te typical Dritish weather they abolishel camping irn the grounds
and made their base betwsen their Genior Den and the local! - English beer
is stronger than Austrian beer: 1¢t's drink to that. They were entertaine
Ly Leatherhead Rotary Club to lunch whicli lead to hauy other interesting

outings:- the Goblin factory, bowling, Hompton Cour one aflernoon they
spent in a member's garden playing croguet, tonnls, LflC&Ct, and soccer -
ALL AT OHCE, TFranco, in his eiforts to score a goal, went swimuin; in the
fishpond. They were a little cazed by the procecdinéf at a low dive called
the "Cellar Club® but livened up somecwhat when they demonstrated theiy

Afterwards they shared a camp at Gilwell Parcg, ugorc they enjoyed a trip
to Cambridge and won their own World Cup' in the *1fbt teanm lnockout Soccer
Conpectition. On July 3Cth thcy arrived at Leandcr H,Q). for cofice to mect
the Scniors and Scoutcrs and for the first time to split up to stay in
various parcnts' homes - please nay I digress for just a wmoncnt and take
this opportunity to say sincercly ‘‘Thank you' to 211 Leender parents: I
quote from Gerhardis letter - It is impossible to say cbout all the wonder-
ful days we spent with Leander. I'ia sure ny fricnds and I saw within ton
days more of Enclish life than other tourists do in sone noaths, we found




real Scout frienship and shall never forget it. Thank you." - and I know
they fecl the same about Worcester Park too,

On Sunday after church they visited Harrison's Roclis where the Austriens
shot'ed sonie technigues in climbing; the following day the Seniors got their
own bacl by teling them on/the river for boating activities. Tuesday a tour
of local points of interest, e.g. ilarks and Spencers; Wednesday evening
another set of unsuspecting parcnts "volunteercd” to drive them to Windsor
Castle.

fhurbddj was perhaps the most absorbinz to our Scniors as they spent the
day as gussts of the Royal avy in Portsrmouth, beiny cscerted round two of
the latest destroyers in the flect, visiting "H.M.C. Victory", ani going on
a trip roun: the harbour to see lony more ships of the Lritish Navy,

From August Oth-10th they stayed at Warsash with our Troop's Suamer Ca-ip.
During, they sailed a zig to the Isle of Wight, appercntly the best
sailing ti had ever done,

‘they returned on ¥Wednesday night tc a farcwell party at the lowe-t dive of
all ~ they could tell this hecause they werc only allowed in through the
back bedroon window. .

PAT NSWMARCH (with a shove from Archie and Gerkard,
and Victor of the 4th)

ClE LimZ ER. KAFER 2
M GELBEN U-3007
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CUB NOTuS

The year 1966 has been twelve months of excitement, hard work, and enjoy-
able occasions. These last four months of Cub Jubllee Year have been
crammed with noteworthy events, not the least of which was the October Pacl:
neeting when the Porough Commissioner presented Rikki with her well-deserved
Wood Badge at a very impressive ceremony in which all the Cubs were invited
to talke part. For a different rcason this night was for me too gquite a
memorable occasion for it was my last Pack meetin; as Akela of Leander. It
had become increasingly clear that ny District duties would alfmiost ce rtainly
clash with Leandcr Pack events, sc idikki apd I decided to swop roles with
the result that Rikki is now AKELA and I al now RALSHA, her assistant. (The
tramsition, incidentally, passed so smoothly that at the Hallowe'en Party a

-few weeks later the Cubs could not tcll which ‘witeh' was which!)

Leander Cubs and Scouters have taken part in and thoroughly enjoyed every
Group, District, Couaty, and National event throughout the year - District
Cub Canp; football and swimming events; District ihanhsgiving and Cub Carol
Servicec; the District Christmac Party, where we sampled "all the fun of the
fair™, not to mention the food and the Jubilee Dirthday Cake; the National
Good Turn for "Guide Dogs for the Llind", in whicl we played ar active part
as well as achieving the &80 markfor our own silver paper collecticn towards
the end of the year. Leander cubs also helped lirs Brecokes, Mrs Copland, and
lirs Walters to malke our own Jubilec Lirthday Cakes - at lecast they all had a
stir! e made "Gonks" for sale at the Group Lazaar; potted Eyacinth Lulbs,
and made and painted papier mache howls in.preparation for our Christmas
Good Turn. :

In short, Cub Jubilce Year has clearly ‘been a Jear ©f great happiness, fun
and enjoyment. It has also been a year in' which we have in small ways been
able to help others,lecs fortunate! than oursélves. Such small acts of
charity, however, brin, forth thelr own gulet.. feel1nb oi- sadness and humil-
ity and with it a deep sense of" inadequacy. e felt this especially at,
Christmas when we visited the houses “of elderly, bedridden pensioners who
live entirzly alone. - Our fleeting visits ahd bur small rifts gave_so much
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At 10 o'clock on Saturday 1st October the )ta ational Sea Scout Regatta
started. In the afternoon the Leander gig pulling crew competed success-
fully in their heat and went on to win the quartorfinals. But in the senmi-~
finals on the next day their luck changed and they were beaten. However,
vin or lose, Jonathan, the cox, was still thrown head first intoe the river.
The sendiors were more fortunate and won thoir giz pulling event.

The following weck there were biy, cleaninz-up jobs, such as che"“in the
sear wvhich was used, rcplacin¢ things that had disappearsd, and g norwlly
clearing ‘up Headquarters. In the Troop mectings which followed therc were

small'gro pv tGiscussing Christmac parties, and it was dceided Lth there
woulﬂ-“n a party lor everyone anil a Girl Guide Company was invited, This
wag valE cnrofully planncd by our four clectronic brains!

Thu party wvas held at Ilcadgquartoers, and all started os planned, but
“wnfortunately finished rcather a reus. A fow peovle stayed 1 ind to clcar

up what was left., Durin; the party, as it was Blondy's birthda
tirovn into thc icy-cold river, o ut nost other pcoplo enjoyed »hu party.

A party was also held on the 30th Deceiber for those with the Second Class

Sadge. -

Og January 5th, zix boyc asecinbled at H.Q. for the aisht hike Peter and
tict hed arranged for us. EBcef drove the van :and dropped us about 5 miles
south of Shere. Ye had to procced Iast to a place called Leith Hill. The
twro teams didn't like the idea of w wlking through woods ané ghrubland, co we
ceeided to wallk the long way round to Leith Hill, on the rcads, The two
teails werc:i~ Bug, Gordon, and myself; David Lawrcace, David villiams, and
Mene. David's team went up to thc main A 25 whero vhey manapged to get a
1ift (how, I don't know) tc Vclton where they »nrocceded South to Leith Hill,
Cur team didn't walk as far as the A 25, but only up to Albury Heath. .There
we procecded S,E. along tracks to Leith Hill. Ve . arrived at .the van™at !
3415 a.ize, and David's teum sobn after us. At the von we woke up Eouf, n}

didn't like the ideas He ther drove us to H.3. at full specd, whers we sicpt

in what we¢ had on as we wer:s so numb and tired. DAVID 2 STIFAN.
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PAREWTS' CORNIR.

Since the last issue of the '"Water Rat"' we have had éur final event of
1966 - the Leander Christmas Fayre. This was again held in the Tudor Hall
and I think the results prove that the hall is ideal for this Dazaar - it -
was certainly well packed for most of the afternoon, and everyonec concerned,
both workers and spenders, scemed to enjoy theriselves.

On this occasion the Troop delivered over 1000 copies of a publicity leaf-
lgt to houses in the locality, and we were extremely grateful to see among
the visitors some people not concerned with Leander. Coffee was on sale
during the morning while the stalls were beiny prepared and this attracted
some "spending stangers', many of whom returned in the afternoon. The
total preiit was over £100, an incrcase of 25% on last year. mHany thanlks to
2ll concerned,

One point: that emerges, however, is that we do need a great deal more help
on stalls - which is emphasicsed by the followin; figures:  DBasically the
bazaar consisted of 15 stalls, gawes, etc., whichwere menned as follows:-

Cub parcnts 1 stall(s)

Scout parents L i

Seniecr parents
Rover/Scouter parents
Parents of ex-Leanders
Sea Rangers

irs Lbhage

In three cases one family looied aftcr two stalls each, two games were not
manned, and one for only part of the afternoon. It is obviouc that more
help ic needed from the parcnts of Cubs and Scouts whe form the major sec-
tions of the Group. We also sadly rissed the B,P. Cuild's usual help in
running sames such as darts etc. I hope that we can lool forward to =onme
ecnthusiastic new helpers in 1967. ep & .

¥.D: Iake a note in that new diary of 27th January ~ an Open Coffee Even-
in;, at leadquarters when Leander Film Productions Inc. will screen their

L&
SASERS SPAR. JACK CRUP.
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VENTURE SCOUTS,

Christmas markcd the end of a full year, and we have done many interes ting
things since the last "ater Rati’, To celeﬁrafe Christmas there was a

special meal onc Sunday and we visited London. The meal was cooked by Daisy
and was a great success. We had several kinds of wine, & turkey, and a
haggis. Whenwe went to town we visited the Cutty Sarlk, Petticoat Lane, and
in the evening saw iKhartoum’’, in glorious Cinerama.

After the Summer Holidays we ran a sailing course for the local Senior
Scctions which we hope tau ht many land-~bédsed Scouts to undcrstand more
about boats and sailing. For the final nart of the course we took a gig and
a dinghy to the Solent, and anyone who had complctcd the course was able to
come., It rained for a lot of the time but we enjoyed the challenge of
something different,

A month ago we hgld a combined meeting with the Rangers. In the evening
we 1lit ae-campfire-and sang songs round it. During the campfire we presentead
liark Bewsher with a token of our gratitude towards hiwm as he has now left us
to become Assistant District Commissioner for Venture Scouts. UWe all wish
him luclk, e '

Ve visitced the Westerly factory a short time ago, whcre their hoats were
seen in various stazes of conut ruction. Ve were most interested in the
Vayforer as this is the type of boat witl which we hope to replace Sandling.

There was a Fireman Badge coursce at the Fire Station a few wecks ago, and
cveryonc taking the test qualified, This badge is a step towards the
Cu.en's Scout and the Dulice of Edinburgh's Award.,

e have arranged our futurc programme so that almost cvery mceting is
spont refitting Sendling. In this way we hope to get a little more nmoncy
for her and so get a rceplacement faster.

John Evans leaves on the 9th to join the "Scnior Scrvice' as an artificer.
Archie (iLichard Andrews) joins the goeol ship "British Osprey’ on the 12th.
vie arc told that he is going straight to sca because of his "good background!
He will be learning navigation as a Deck Officer. lle wish them both luck -
and hope they enjoy their new carcers. JOIN ROZEQRTS .

AIITAN
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.R.S. VICTOR.

There is no need to relate the past activities of Victor over 1966, as I
an sure they are common knowledge. - i 4 A

The New Ycar began with the Crew representing itseli at the Boat Show,:
scout and Guide Sta nd. Those who spend the Sumwcr montihs watching the
Crew's escapades from the Chart Room roof muy be interested to know that
cd®tain menmbers of the Crew showed their S”llla in canoeing to the public,
not to mention demonstrations in mouth-to~uoutly resuscitation!

On January 7th we held our annual Christias-New YeaY -dinner. e hope it
wes a success: il appeared to be enjoyed by imost of those who attended.
Daisy showed us his skill at balancing on a piece of paper with a Sea Ranger
tucked underncath his arm (it locked sucpiciously like Llla:;), whilst wmole
lecarnt the &1sadvantage of not having a steady hand, though at that point in
in the evening it wasn't surprising. liany thanks to Weudy, ilarion, and
tergaret, for the meal, and to Sandra ior her artistic menus, also tc Pat for
lending us her recording frow the Austrian. Scouts,

A Happy iew Year to all irom 84N 8¢ Vi ¥
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EDDY.,

DATLG ¥OR YOun DI%&Y

January 27th Parcnts' Open Coffe: Evening.

Fehruary 13th Scout Croso-Country.

rlarch 25=278h  Dagter Weclicnd

April 8th JULDLE SALY at St. Luke's Social Contre.

nay 20th Group Swirming Gala.

We would like to take this opportunity of giving advance warning of the
Troop Summcr Camp on 12th - 26th August, Venue is ac yet unknown, It is-
ctronzly recoumended that cveryene should go sbroad for this fortai htl



A ILETTER from the GUILD. I3

46, Hardman Road,
Kingston.
Dear Editor,
It is a long time since a report from the Guild appcared in the
"Jater Rat’'; the rcason is not one of not being asked. But what is there to
write about that will be of intcrest to your readers? As everyonc lnovs,
the Leander branch consists of formcr members of the Scout Movement, most of
whom have been in the Group during the past 50 yeers, the larger proportion
from 1939 onwards. Regular mcetings havc been held monthly since this
branch was formed in April 1957, and the menagemcnt commitee has also mct
every month at one or other of the comaitee members' homes. An A,G.M. is
held in April, and new commitee members take office to kecp the branch going.
A monthly ncws-sheet is published to kecp members up to date, and is sent to
all parts of the country. At present thore are 42 mewmbers living as far
apart as Lands lnd to Coventry, via Recading, Camberley, Redhill, Clapham
Junction, ctc.

A lot of the younger Group members ask often: "yell, what does the Guild
do?" Well, apart from the regular monthly meetings, which are of a social
nature, the regulsr weekly service for the handicappecd, Group and National
Swimming Galas, the District Guild Borough Coumitee (which is aiming to pro-
mote Guild Branches in the Royal Borough), we tend and carc for our wives,
who have provided us with 4§ children between them (ages from a few months
to eleven years) and with what other time we have left we clean the car and
paint the houce, praying for the day when the boys will be old enough to
join the Cub Scouts and start the whole thing off again.

The aim of the 'Leander" I.P. Scoutzguild is to lieep alive the spirit of
friendship of former members of thé Group, and this, I feel, is just what we
are doing. We have an ever open coor, If any member or former rember would
lilze to join our happy gang, just get in touch with me at KIN 0386, and I'll
be only too pleased to give you any more details you reguire.

Yours in Scouting, goppon K, BIDEN o cocretary
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LEAND..2 QUND=-UL,

have asleed me to

all those parcats and fricnds
viho helpoed with the scle of Christe-
nas Cards this year. Altheugh a
purecl lost in the post caused a
cortain anouvat of last-minute panic,
over  &50 has now becn added to Group
funds as g result of this year's

JE S
citorts i

Foe .and Keith

&= S P
bh.d;__ll-_

Koith and Hilawy, 'and Weady and
Davic have choscen a most appropiate
dote for their respective weddings:
April Ist. Beriously, thourh, we
wish thei all the best of luck,
(iilory will certainly nced it!)

This Summer, the Venture Scouts
hope to =ail a fibreglass gig fron
London to Calais with a Rojyal XNavy
¢seort. This crossging is being
orzanised on a Nationol basis.

Most of the Scout Patrols have
had outings to the Boat Show. The
Scagulls cntered the raft-building

conteet on the Scout and Guide stand
and beat the existing rccord by =a

pinutee.  Unfortunately, the record
was agein brolien, so they did-not
have the opportunity of competing if
the final

Read ",.g. sa.68" in the M..dh=-.." 1

The Venture Scouts have now almost
coirpletcd thoir plush ncw zbodce
(formcrly the Office). It has fitted
carpcts, curtaings, is tastefully
dzcorated in two-tonc blud,; otc e,

The "Lash-Up'', .the Troop's morc
informel (%) marazin¢, has been
resurrccted by liac« He hopces to
producc onc every  two months. The
i:sue under thé neir fregimeV
a bumper 43 page cdition.

i

Ther¢ secus: to have been a boom in
"Lecander" used car sales reeccently.
A wide variety of nodels is on the
rizrlkcet but yrospoctive buyers are
advised to taliic sedatives before
cabarking on a test drive.

An Australian Scoutcr, Adriaon
HMartin, is now taking an interest in
the Troop while he is working in
this country. We are very glad for
the help he is able to give on
Saturdays an@ for his friesh idcas.

Definitely aot-in this week's
tfad forty' is- the recording being
sent by the Venturce Seouts to their
Austrian countcrparts in.Linz in
reply to the Auvstrians' Hew Year
tapce. This was the onc containing
the now notoriocus "Gelbe U-Boot',




