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2 EDTTORT AL

We have decided to produce a late summer edition of the Water Rat so that
the reports ef the Gilwell Reunion and the National Sea Scout Regatta do still
stir scme vague memories in the minds of the warticipants. These proved to be
Piggest occasgiong of 1964,and both have keen triumphs for the organising
geniuses amongst us,

The magazine cuntains the same sort of articles as usual,only more go.
Many more pcople have contributed to this edition,and a word of thanks here to
Alan Martin for his cartoons which form the frontespiece. We hope he will
provide a regular cartoon section for the Water Rat, This tine too, the actual
production and e¢diting eof the magazine ,as the editors propzr were unable to
complete it themselves, has been a joint effort of reveral people,

This Summer we have had a Dutch Scouter helping with the Senior Seout
Treop,anc¢ the exchange of ideas has been most fruitful. He has been kind ensugh
te give us a short impression of Dutch Scouting.(see p.S). He assures us he kap
never seen anything quite like Leander,either in Scouting or out. On pege 17
arc extracts from an interesting and so flattering letter sent to us by
YW.J.Genese,for which we rmust thank him,

One piece of equipment which is new really necded by the Senior Scout
Troop is a trailer for the Homec Caunties Gigs, This would enable then to sail
much further afield. We would like to suggest that somebedy (perhaps even the
Revers) build or acquire one (scmehmaw). It weuld be most useful, We would also
like te appeal for willing labour te help with ovcrhauling Sandling this Winter.
She will be 1ifted eut of the water at Gesport,and most of the work will be done
ever Christnas.

I hear that Mrs, Hunter is organising » COFFEE EVENINC and Bring ~nd Euy
Sale om Friday 30th Octeber at 8 p.m. at her heme at 30,Kingston Hill.
Everyone is welcome,and if last year's Coffec Evenings are anything to go by,
it will be well attended and great fun.,
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THE SKIPPER'S SCRAWL b)

The publication of this issue of the Water Rat has deliberately heen delayed
to allow some mention of the National Sea Scout Regatta which wes held on October 3rd
and 4th, Our crews took part in every event and‘reached the final in three of them.
Although this year "Leanders" did not win any of the trophies, we have the consolation
of knowing that everyone was full of admiration for the work which we did in assistirg
with the smooth running of the Regatta., With over 600 competitors participeting in
events during the two days , this is one of the biggest Regattas in the country.
Almegt half the competitors came from places which necessitated their being housed
overnighte This involved them being provided with all meals for the weekend and these
totalled vver 1,600, Some thought has been given to the possibility of holding this
fixture in other parts of the country to meke it easier for some of the more distent
Groups to take part. We have, however, been told that even if a course as good as
Tedingtan Reach could be found, there is nowhere else where the kind of facilities
which "Leanders" have been able to provide would be available. This is a very great

compliment and. insofar as the marshalling of boats, ets. is concerned, the members

of the Group can be justifiably proud. We must, however, all reslise thet the
outstanding attraction is the mervellous cateri..g service provided by the psarents
and Old Scouts of the Group, under the inspired leadership of Mr. and Mrs, Dow. On
behalf of this Group and everyone connected with the Regatta, I wish to place on
record our sincere appreciation and thanks.

Frem the various accounts in {his magazine, 7% is ohvious that all . members
of the Group have enjoyed a wonderful summer season with- some highlights such as
Summer Camp, and the displa¥ at Gilwell Paik which will provide lifelong memories.
We must never forget that Scoutring dres not consist only of these highlights. It is
of course the steady weekly programme of activities which provides the valuable part
of our training. Soéme visible indication of progress in this is efforded by the
number ~f badges gained in all sections of the Group and the past year has seen &
record in the number of Queen’s Scouts and reciplents of Iuke -of Edinburgh's Awards.
The less obvitus but most impcrtent part of Scout training is that involved in the

Scout Promise and law., This concerns the conscience of each individual as to the-effect

he is making to carry out the Scout Law in his daily life and in particuler as to the
nlace which Dutv to ¢od occupies in his thoughts and actions,



CUB_NOTES

On 6th September several of our best swimmers joine? in the Leander Group
Display given before thg Chilef Scout, Lady Baden-Powell, and an international
gathering of Scouters at Gilwell Park.,

The theusand of spectators will no doubt remember to their dying day the
bloodourdling yells of Captain Hook and his pirates intermingling with these ef
Tiger Lily and the Indians as they all swam swiftly to escape the sharp teeth of
the orccodile,

Akela, however, did wonder at one point whether the jaws of the erocodile

might not, be . infinitely preferable. to the fate which appeared to.be.in.store for . . ...

her! As she gazed nerveusly at the grisly assortment of ropes, spars and pulleys.
whioch had been thoughtfully assembled by the Rover Crew for her "first olass
Jjourney" into spase. Keith gave his instructions with studied calm and reassurance:
"Just sit still, and leave the rest to us, Don't move, whatever you do, and you
should be quite safel!l" ,,, he paused ..., and i‘hen, with a note of real confidence,
guaranteed to banish every shred of remaining doubt or fear: "Yes! I think you'll
be all right" ,... "WHERZ I3 AKELAT" boomed the voiee of our worthy anncuncer over
the miorophone, and suddenly, there she was sailing through the air like a witch
on a broomstick and without even a black cat on board to bring her luck! Her
desoent, however, wag quite safe if not exactly dignified.

The standard of water confidence at the Gilwell Display bore witness to the
excellent work which Jack Andrews and Mitten have been doing during the last two
years, e have now managed to obtain the exclusive use of the Instructisnal Bath
from 9 to 10 each Sunday morning. The turn-out of the Cubs each week has been
most encouraging and the success of our new venture is obvious from the progress
of nur esrtwhile non-swimmers, who are now almost ready for width certificates.

Ovr Cub Cemp, in spite of its rather damp beginning, was a great success and
we were complimented by the wardens on the excellent behaviour of the Cubs. We
were slso honoured by a visit by the D,C, Mr., Brooker,

/continued on page 7
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WHERE DO CLOGS COME FROM? 5

Where do clngs come from? Scouts wear them in the Netherlands, scmetimes,
for it is not true that everb-dy wears them ir that small country that lies
beneath the sea ( half of it at least). Plenty of water all around us, often on’
the land too: mud, MUD. That's where we use them.

Scouts like to cruise on a nice lake, ~ne ~f the hundreds of lakes. There
is nething better tha® drifting al-ng in a beat with only the reeds and thoudands
of birds around you.

Less and less water in Hnlland. Yes, we had not en~ugh land for our 11
million. inhabitants. You know what we did? We mede land from our sea, the
Zuiderzee, and scme lakes., S411l enough wa'e:r to make wonderful trips with our
28 foot. cutter the Doggebot (named after a sandbank) from Amsterdam to the Frision
Lakes. They are large lakes but there are also little creeks and canals. We
could also still cruise in the Ijsrlmeer £-r we cnly lost half of it to the land-
lubbers, or we could creep through the sluices into the Waddenzee: At low water
you can walk from the mainland to the islands. That makes navigation there a hard
job. The islands are a paradise for bird lovers and that's what we all are isn't
it?

1911 - the beginning of scouting with the 16th Oxferd troop paying a visit
to Amsterdarm  Almost at rnce two different crganisations were founded which later
joined to become the N.P.V. Vereniging de Nederlandse Padvinders. H.R.H. Prince
Bernhard is Royal Eomissioner ( he seems very happy with this, for he is always
wearing his white carnation).

Nationwide Patrol and Senior Patrol Crmpetitions are being held every year
and also frequently Jamborees within the Kingdom, Which consists of Holland and
her prrtzctorates in the West Indies,

A Buropean spirit is also noticeable in the Dutch Scout World. Scouts
travel all around the ¢centinernt and to Britain. Very interested in how pepple in
other ccuntries live and thlnk making friends everywhere! The world is at their

foet ¢ o o 2 o ¢ o o JACK.

PARENT'S COMMITTEE REPORT
_ This will appear fully in the next issue of the Water Rat, and will =*=
‘cover the many money-making activities organised by the parents this Summer,
Notable amongst these was the Garden Fete, which was run this year by Mr.
Williamson, and which made a profit of over £120. Congratulations to the
Committee on their excellent meals served at the National Sea Scout Regatta,




TROOP ACTIVITIES

The first activity after our last issue was Whitsun Camp at Buckmere Perk Ve
went by lorry and when we arrived there we couldn't find our camp sites, but after
searching around for a long time we had success. In the afternoon some of us went f£ara
swim, and the next day most of the troop had a go on the roller skating rink end the .
rifle range. Five of the troop used the swimming pool to mod advangnge and passed theix
Lifesavers Badge. ' :

At Longridge snother five of us went on a crnoe course. We were shown how
to paddle correctly and how to use the current o cross the river. We learnt how to
get our canoes to the bank and empty them after we had capsized and of course how to
capsige safely without getting trapped underneath.

© Unfortunately wé couldn't teke part in the District Camping Competition
this year as the Admirslty Inspection was looming upon us. The trogp.smartened up the
Headquarters and themselves and the Inspection was a great sugcess. In July we spent
o weekend changing tergets for the Surrey Rifle Championships held at Petersham. It
was an extremely hot weekend and we were kept fit running up and down the 100 yard renge
every 7 minutes with new targets, We were supplied with frec dirner «nd tea( or twe if
we could menage it) and iced drinks at intervals. The troop now have collections of
thousande of empty shells.

Summer Camp was at Kingsdown Scout Camp in Kent, end you cen mad asbout this
elsewhere in the issue. .

One Friday in September we spent the day being filmed for the BBC 2
programme Pley School. This ig a morning programme for 5 year olds, and as the story
being told involved Sea Scouts, some film of Sea Scouts waes requirec. We were filmed
geiting the boats cut and rowing nd ssiling in the Coypus. For the amusement of the
kiddies whovatch the prosramme we tried walking a 20 ft. pole between two boats with the
expected result., A few people did actua'ly manage it though.

Taken all over we've had a very busy summer, end I must leave this writieg
vow to train for the Sea Scout Regatto ¢ ¢ co ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o & '

Brian Evans.
Congratulations to three members of the troop, Stephen Frith, Michael Frith,

and Richard Andrews, were members of the Kingston team which was placed joint 1lst
in the Surrey Scout Swimming Gala at Epsom on 10th October.



SANDLING 7

In the last issue you nay heve resd something of the effort put into
Sendling!s refit last winter at Ham. This summer's sailing has completely justified
this. The seasun began with 2 most enterprising four day pr-sage from Kingston to
Gospurt, svme 250 miles, with the Semior Scout Leader in charge and two Rovers end e
Senior Scout as crew. T :

The 48 hours previous to their deperture saw Ssudling lifted by crane from
Ham basin onto a transpurter, tcken to Beckets yard, there refloated, towed to
hesdquarters where the deck was repaluted eud her engine coaxed into splendid heeslth.
Loading of all gear and provisioning followed.

On the way dowa river, as she pessed Hom Dosin the mest was brought on board
although it was actually stepped that night on Groenwich pier, Having a crew of four
teay, ! that a watch system of four hours on and feur hours off was most suiteble end
tii was kept o the whole trip. Most types of wather were experienced including
a thick sea fog off Beschy Head, when the crevw appreciated the new transistorised
radio direction findirg sear. Taey got there.

Since then Sandling has bee.l sailed most weekeuds from her excellent
mourings at the Ruyal Waval Yaeht Centre at Gosport. From here members of the troop
Senior Troop, Rever Crew, B.P. Guild aud Rangers have crewed Sendling in the Solent
more than in any erevinus years. Sandling is evaileble for hire, and although
gseveral people have m de use of Sandling for their Holidays she could have been used
more fully, However, especially in ensbliang the Seniors and Rovers to put their
thecretical seemanship and navigation into practice, she well repays any expense
invelved in her upkeep. SHRIMP

(C:ntinued frem page &) When Fred the namstcw, returned to the Newmarch residence
after his three weeks stay with Aadrew Mole during Rikki's holiday in Switgerland,
Rikki remarked that his expressica appearced 1o be rather morve smug thaen usual. The
recson fer this became apparent when she visited Aadrew's hesme to see his own pet
hamster and discovered that Fred's bachelor dsys were aow decidedly over and thet
Andrew's kindness had been'repaid sevenfold". AKELA



8 SENIOR SUPPLASNT

The Senior Troop has just undergone a huge reshuffle.. First Jzap Kuyk (known
to all as Jack) joined us, then Daisy, Peter, Mitt and Paul went into the Rovers
(just a "brain drain" for the Senior n¥oop). A few ueeks later Stephen Frith,
Alan Martin and John Lomas~Clarke came up from the troop. All this plus a re-
shuffle of existing seniors has led to a little uneasiness but we are rapidly
settling down,

The badge quota'has dropped from 2 gold awards,ﬂS gilver awards and 4 dueen
Scout badges to 2 silver award, (good 'ole Beefy), so we will have to settle down
some more and with the help of badge-courses in the winter bring the tally up again.

- . ) !

Our demonstration at Gilwell was great fun and although the Chief Scout had
to leave (no fault of ours mind you) we all learnt a lot and achieved what we set
out to do. - '

We gained a great deal (badges, experience ard fun) from taking the gigs to
and from Summer Camp. It seems that every time we go down~-river we manage to go a
little further in a day than we did the previous time, Coming back from Kingsdown
we were given a tow from a tug and one of the men on bourd gave us a pot of tea.

We thought that this was very scouting of him. bo
434 .

SHRIMP meets SUPER SANDLING

In September Stephen Webb was lucky enough to be a nember of the crew of:
Sceptre, the 12 netre yatch yhich took pert in the america Cup races a few
years ago, on a passage from Southampton to the River Clyde. The voyage took
7 daye snd calls werc macde in Falmouth and Dublin, In the Irich Sea a
southerly gale blew them on their way providing some exciting seiling, although
by the time they arrived at Holy Loch Sceptre had to be towcd the last few yards
with the dinghy. A motor cruiser accompanicd Sceptre for the purpose of taking
filmwhick may be scen on television some tine in the future.

.
.



Day Trip to France. . Y.

The tr.op warded their private East Keat caach 2t 10.30 after I got back
from Deal Hospital after my sixth visit, o0ad asrived ot Desl Pier at 10.50. After
Situsrt nearly dropped the' tickets in the sea we embarked, The M.S5. Queen of the
Channel sailed at 11.15 with no less than 3 Sea Scout Troops aboard. Seats for the
Sccuters presented no ditficulty, we merely despatched oae small boy aad then
settled down on a chair two minutes later, asking no questions about where it hed
come from. The sky was -wvercast and the wind increased as we left the lee of the land
After being under way =bout two hours Stuart and I decided to lunch., Stephen Frith
dedided te Jjein us cut by the time thot e got to the dining salooa he had chsnged
his mind (I wrnder why?). '

Shoxrtly after we fiaished luach we entred Calais aad berthed at 1,.30. Stuert
and I wished the troop a fond farewell with instructions to be back on the Quay at’
4.30 and set nff to see Cnlais. We walked on to the maia cross-rraas and spent a
plcnzant half heur watching a Gendarme directing traffic. This was quite an
education after the conservative Metropolitan PC. Grimaces, whistles end arm signals
2ll played their part. While we were leanimgrover the Berrier a foreign gent cane
up to ask me the way to Paris. I think ne was & ‘Gerwan 2ad, 2s neither spoke the
other's language, he was directed wrongly to add to the prsblems of the Geandarne.

, We sauntered down the main street to meet most ~f the troop walking up it
consuming French leaves a2bout 2 feet long. Shortly after this a rost besutiful
girl came up and said "Parlez-vous Anglais?". I replieqd, "I should be seeing that
I'm English", at which whe was taken aback and caid, "Where is the Town Hall?". T
replied that we were gtanding in fromt of it ond she thanked me =nd left.

After Stuart buying 2 souveair feor you know who we went to o cafe for e
typical Prench megl of egg, bacon and chips. We quickly made our way to the quey
to find the Troop alrcedy on board despitc the fact that Stusrt hed the tickets.

We sailed at 5.10 and after a rather smocther crossing we avrived at Deal Pier at
7.00. As the custons had to go on to Margate with the ship the Scouts were cleared
with the wave of a hand. Judging by the Thenk yous wer eceived going nlong the pier
to the coaczh everyone had had a mervellous day out. T know I certainly did.

BRUNO
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10 ROVERS

The orew held a coffee evening, grand scale type, at H,Q. when we managed to
raise over £23 towards a new jib for Sandling., This was needed after a certain
Mr. Bevan managed to get caught in rather a strong wind. We have also fitted a
pulpit, The reason for this would be rather obvious if anyone saw Shrimp sitting
on the bowsprit occasionally being plunged up to his waist in water. Still, this
comes naturally to Shrimp, he can, even manage to fall off a pontoonbridge. He
tells us that this was to wash his tools, but when a crab bit his hand whilst he
was trying to retrieve a drill, I have my doubts as to the authority of this stery.

ile were very pleased to welcome, ‘liitten, Paul, Daisy and Peter to the crew as
squires last month, All of them had gained their Queen Scout badges and I believe
I saw a few D, of B, award badges. Lets hape that we may soon boast some B.P..
Awards, It was a pity that the Barker Cup Camping comp fell on the same weekend
as the Gilwell Reunion Display, but it was good to see the crew out in force. It's
lucky we didn't drop ikela into the bombhole: from »nur transporter.

We have been busy building conoe racks, steps, painting toilets etc. for the
National Sea Scout Regatta. Still in a few weeks we may be able to have a little
relaxation at our Barbecue, I believe it is called Rever Ranger Co-operation in
P.O.R., vell, that just leaves us with the troeps first and second class badge
eeurses to run, se with anyluck, we will be able to do some Winter Sailing in
sandling this year,

KEITH

0X0 REPORT: SR ‘
0Oxo, the Group's van, is still in a roadworthy condition much to
the surprise to many members of the group. In the sumner she completed a 900
milce tour of Devon and Cornwall, including the ascent of a 1 in 5 hill fully
loaded, although this mancevre is not to be recommended for people with delicate
gardrums. She returncd with a piano and a one string vinlin in the back, but it
is not known whether or not this was the result of some sort of freak collision.

Her record was perhaps marred when the silencer fell off, but with
the c¢xtra power this gave we considered racing her at Silverstonc, At the
noment we arc rather conccrned because the rncarside front wheel keeps bursting
through the nudguard and appearing in the cab, Is there a mcchanic in the house?



OPoHATLON SEA 3COUT 11

In 1960, we put on a display of Sea Scouting to commemcrate its jubilee at
Gilwell at the time of the Gilwell Reunion, in a stagnant "lump" of water
affectionately known as the "bombhole". This was apparently liked so much, tha?
we were asked to perform again this year at the same reunion, which is for holders
of the Wood Badge,

An amazing number of tasks have to be undertaken before a display of this
type can be put on, so an advance working party of about a dozen went out to Gilwell
on Saturday veptember 5th complete with Maudes! largest lorry full with kit,
Saturday and Sunday morning were spent working on signalling towers, bridges,
transporters, flagpoles, and other pursuits which were quite a display in themselves
to the people watching, The rest of the Group arrived on bunday morning end made
their inspection of the bombhole, and of the chaotic array of tents which had
spread like a rash since Saturday morning.

The display got cff to a rousing start at 1445 hrs, with the Cubs enacting a
scene from Peter Pan, This consisted of a furicus battle between a tough looking
load of pirates, and an equally menacing group of Indians, The battle was inter-
cepted by a crocodile (crocodile power by Licheal Lush) which drove the Cubs on to
the island (or at least, was supposed toi). lieanwhile Akela had been transported
on to the island by an "ikela Pransporter" (similar to a Scout Transporter, but
slightly more sedate). She organised the Cubs in to a circle, and held a mock
going-up ceromony and 50 yds. swim.

After this, the three Patrols started activities. The Beavers canced to the
island and set up camp. They would not have dined very well in fact, had some
"Brother Scout" in the audience nct supplied them with a box of matches, I must
say thay had a fire going very quickly though; it's a pity it's =zc difficult wo
put out that "White wood"! At this time, the Seniors launched the gig from the
trailer towed behind Oxc, and saliled to take up a position between the islands.
The Storks and Herons were boating, Storks in the Coypus, and Herons in the
Longridge soap-dishes,

/ continued cverleaf



12
A fanfare on two foghorns from Ted was the signal for the

Patrols te change activities. The Herons changed to a "big game hunt" i.e.

a crocodile hunt. The Storks rigged a pole acruss two Coypus, and then "walked
the pele", The Beavers left the island, and en the way back Andy Smith
capsized his canoe. He was ef’iciently rescued by Brian and Hilary, whe
revived him with mouth~to-mouth recussitation — this met with the approval of
the audience. ’ '

All through these activities, the Rangers had been signalling in
International Code a message which bore a vague resemblance to: "Anything you
can do we can de better!" The Seniors having dewned sails, and put the Sheer
legs into position, moved in to pick up a concrete tablet from a marker buoy.
It was lifted ashore to be scrubbed. The Revers, having feund that the beat—
impeller did not work at the crucial moment had to resort to mowing the Caypus
reund rigged for wailing. The tablet was tuen placed on a trolley, and
presented to the Camp Chief in the absence of the Chief Scout, who had to
hurry ff to another engagement. The tablet was the first "concrete"
suggestion to the Chief Scout's Advance Party. ( investigating the future of
Scouting) and had inscribed on it : "Seek Wider Horizons".

While the rest of the Group changed for the march-past, Sticky
Stewcry, and Brian Martin did some wallpapering, which ended up with their
getting wetter than the paste. Mothers please note : Guildsmen are not tc¢ be
let loose in the frorm rcom! The display was concluded ¥y a march-past cf the
whole Group, none the worse fer wear, I hepe. Yet this, of course, was only
the beginning of the end, for there remained all the clearing up and packing
te do, which fortunately, was done very quickly, and we were scon homeward
Pound in the ceach. When we arrived back at H.QR. there was still the unloading
and storing to de, of course, but years of Summer Camps have brought this
dewn to a fine art, and we soon had only the memeries to remind us of an
enjoyable, if hectic, weekend.

End of end,
MITT.



S.ReS. VICTOR 13

In April ®e entered for a competition with other Senior Branch units in North
Surrey in which we hdd to fnllow a given route and ardswer questions as we went *
aleng, This sounds quite easy, but we managed to lnse a shome in a patch of muddy
ground, and after searching for it, while amther teams pounded past we gave up and
Rosemary Day completed the course in her socks.

We have had combined meetingswith the Senion Troop, which all seem to involve _
climbing ropes, leaping intq boats, and being tied to Senior Scouts by dirty pieces. .
of twine, *» Y 3

This féar we decided to bd ambitious and go canoeing up to Penton Hook Lock.
We acquired some canoes, and early one morning 9 Sea Rangers and Daisy climbed into
them, However larion decided to change into her swimsuit so she climbed out again
and unpacked her kitbag in the middle of Lower Ham Read, (false eye lashes and alls
because her swimsuit was at the bottom., ‘e paddled madly up stream until we reached
Stephen's Eyet. We were now exhausted, so we settled down to a more steady pace,
VWe reached Penton Hook Lock about 6 p.m, stopping frequently for ice creams, and to
smother oursleves in sun-tan lotion, (Much to Daisy's disgust). At Penton iook e
were met by vendy and Suzette, and Daisy left us. liargaret and tilary took a test
for Overnight Hike certificates, and passed, ile had an eventful night because our
campsite was a public footpath, and 'the public! kept letting our tents down, The
next day we paddled back. when we arrived at H,Q. some of us swam gepmsgg the river
te prove that we were not completely exhausted,‘

Several Rangers have been en Sandling and to the 0.Y.C, Some eof us have been
te Switzerland with various Guide and Ranger parties., Some of us went to Gilwell
Park, Rosemay Day represented us at the Thames Sea Ranger Asseciation Regatta,

We won the herth Surrey Sea Ranger Regatta, : '

Vivien,
Congratulsti-ne to Mre Towheend, for many years the Skipper

of S,R.Z.Victor, ~n the rrcent birth of » Brorwnie, Lesley. Susan, v
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REFLECTIONS OF THE REGATTA AS SEEN TROM THE BACK ROOM.

On arrival at 14.15 I proceeded up the steps at the rear of H.Q.,
past the NO ENTRY sign and en rcund the cerner. Wew!! I was cenfrented by an
almighty great hele in the middle ef thé erchard. Having regsrded the situation I
then foumd six mighty munsters and upended them in the hole’ " Ah! that's“better
Recharge with new furmila, self cleaning, nan—-inflamable, surface seal, sweetly )
smelling supercaarge.

. In between uoing this, nebly assistcd wy uar e :
a blt of the Ragatta. "n goirg dewn past the Galley I nngtf ;ﬁigbgybiii’I did seo
| . : - : y threugh
.-& mass cf peepld® armed with diss meps and washiwg up cletha. After this had Wween
negetiated, without having been .uubsredwith ne of theafercscid weapons, I w=g

confronted by a mass of scouts calling out to the Sea Ranger waltres.u.g for meals
and phone numbers. Still since they managed quite well un their own, 1 wgnt out
the frontto try and get an idea of what was going on, but I gave up!! Insig ggain
that's the obvious answer, at least it's peacagul up the back, one can sit ane
meditate in the blue room. .
‘ ' Approach on the frontdoor. That's funny, there surc®.was no troubr
getting out. A shortish man, in his early 60's I should say, sat betreen the-dvor
posts waving a pair of scissors. "Ticke$s please" he said. "What ticket?" I
replied. '"That will be 4/— please" he said an¥ emphasised his puint by waving a
stick in the air. I paid up and he cut off one of the tickets which he had just
given me. I was pushed towards a table, but managed to escape through the dish
mops and up the bzck again. Peace at last. Saturday night — oh tu get some sletp.
Just insdde the “ard lLoom docr I think, in front of the fire! Darkness and 5ilence
reizn. "Ouch" ( a modified version). Semeone trod on my leg. ‘ake up mate, its
your turn. Here's your coffee. .Turn for what? Night watch, up you get. Pushin®’
my way through the fog, I made my way ¥p to the towpath and back again. "Out Jf spite
I kicked somié ne else and he took my place. ‘ .

06.30., What's the screaming? Its's 8BRS Victor with No.' 1 rig.
Everybody cut! Time to march round with my gallon tin again! Time passed quickly
but by mid afternoon I found myself in the comparative comfort of a gig. Anchors
away! There was.no wind and it tuok two hours to cemplete one round of the buoys.
Still, it all comes under the he ding ol fun! Back to reality, fill in that hole
and bury the 57 soup tins you opened at dinner time. Home to a bath and a bed, thats

the obvious answer, all's quiet on the ‘ront(river) until next year,
' CAPTAIN OF THE HEADS
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eiioCUg 0 i vensy we did ot manage to come away with any trophies,we
were often close behind the wirners, '

The pereon whn wse closest to winning wes Stephen Frith,whos was second in
the final of the under 15 dinghy pulling by about 6",.The under 15 gig crew elso
came second by a snall margin: + length. In one of their heats,the tiller dropped
out,but the cox managed tn meke the gig weave ite way acroes the line in front of
the other crew.(In this event,in the threc years cof. the Regattas,we have had twe
firsts and a sécond.)

The Senior Trnop were gquite suecersful in their evente. Hugh wes unfortunate
not to get to the final of the dinghy pulling,but he lost by about a foct to the
eventual winner (who had slso beaten him the previnus yerr). The gig crew started
off quite well,winning their first heat,and =lgo the quarter-final,But what
happencd to ue in the seni~final? . (onmpﬂratively) small craw beat us by about
half the river! Perhars conc: raccos,dinghy pulling reces,ond the fact that the crew
averaged 2 hre sleep each the previous ni bt had something to do with 1t, Peter
Hunter was third in the canncing,about 1" behind last yesr'c wirner,and 2 lengths
behind this year'e,

We did not win sny seiline races,ard this reminds me that nnt once have we
won £ geiling race,not <ven o heat., Why? Surcly we are not all totally incompetent?
This year therc was a tremendous amount of luck in the sailing,as could be secn
when Andy Hunter snd Brisn Bvans were completely beerlmed in their heat,while
lying 2nd about 20 yde from the finish,whilec half the fleet sailed straight past
then.

In the Swimming Gala,we were unlucky not to winthe overall prize,as we won
both the underl5 ancd nver 15 relays,and Michacl Frith alse won his event, but we still
managed to comc second, ' o

The gig eailing rscc was abandoned after onc lap,when our two boats werc
lyineg 2nd and 3rd.

Several penple during thoe weekend were heard to be Jiecassing alfoonsfise
sites for the Regetta,and the whole Group should nppreciatle the Tact tnet nowhere
in the Scuth-East of Bngland doecs there aprcar o be 2 site so ideal for the
Nationel Regatte,and £-r Sea Scouting in genernl.This rogatisa,whilc not being
much bigger than the proviecus one,has atiracted entrents from as far aficld o=
York and Deven,which shows that it must be quite an attraction through-ut Englend.

PETER HUNTER

v



PTG DAY T CTTON PEDART,

I-

L. The inspection was carried out ot the Onit's Headquerters, Lower Ham
Puad, Kingston, at 19.30 cn Tuesday 30th June 1964.

2. After I had met the Commissioners, the GSM took me into the Main Deck
where the Scouts, Senior Scouts and Hrvers were paraded for inspection. The appesrence -
of the whole unit on parade was very good indeed, all Scouts hoving g od bearing end
being well drilled as to procedure and stecdiness on prrade. Pntrol Leaders took .
charge in a confident mznner, calling their Patrols to sttenticn, reporting, then after
insrection, first taking a pace forward end finally toking their Pdtrol outside without
a sound- Leander is rne of the best turned out Uniss in the country snd this occasiou
was no exception, there were virtually no fouits to be found in dress.

3, After the parade there was a very comprehensive programme of 2ll Ser Scouting
activities for me to watch., In the main, instructi~u wes given by PLs, whose
knowledge is above average and whese ability to pess on their knowledge is highly
developed. Here was the Petrol system working et it's best. The Senior Scouts
car—ied out chart work, using a portable D/F set for fixing, and learning %0 put hand
compass bearings un a chart. (ther Seniomwere engn ed on very cdv, nced wire and
ropework, renewing boat's riggiag and other seamenlike projects. .. Troop carried
out general boet handliang under the PLs, then gave several interesting gsesgions of
instruction in such subjects as PT, First Aid, Lifesaving ond Squere-rigged sailing
vessels, all very well dune,

4, On the river again I wnas able to. watch a period of boat mennevres
carricd cut in four Sca Scout Dinghice fitted with Answer pennants.,  Flag hoiests
were made from the upper deck and corrcetly obeyed by the scouts in the boats, &
well eoxeccuted exercise, The Seniors gave a sailing demonstration in o Home »
Counties Gig and showed they were thoroughly traincd in boat handling, Finally
the Seninrs gave a most convincing demonstration of salvage work, using a sheer
legs rigged in the stern »f o gig to hoist a sunkcn dinghy from the bottom of
the river =nd lower it orto the bank, The shecrs were then usced te hoist a
large chunk of stecl out of the dinghy. This had been put in to make the
boat remain on the bottom!

5., Since my last inrpection the following badges have birn gaincd by
nembers of the Unit: 11 Sccond Clacs, 5 First Class, 6 Scaman's, 4 Quesn's
Scout, 2 Scout Cords, 3 D of B Silver, 3 D of E’Gcld. In addition 43 nauticnl
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proficicney badgrs have bon passcd, Very creditable all round achicvnients.
Well done Leander.,

, 6., The inspretiom wns kindly sttt onded by G.Brocksr Bee, District
Comnissinncr, snd R.Lcyshon Bsa, Aosistant District Commisgloner,

7. Although for yoar aftir yoor Kingeton (Lcﬂndfr) roerive glowing
rcports from succassive insp-cting nffici re, including sdmirel Sommanding
Rescyves hinself, thore is no eign thot this ig aliowed to give anyonc a
. swollen head or give cause for sitting bnek and tr.ating cualificoti-n as

a matter of course, Thore is no drubt in my ind that the standard sct in

1912, when they first becanc Scm Seouts, hns born maintained over the yoars,

Facilitics for Sccouting have continuously beon ivmproved upon and neny,

many ncw ventures have boon suce: safmlly ¢mbark:d upon for the benefit and

crjoyment of the Scoute in the Unit. All this ise due to the tircloss cfforte
of Mr Ebbage and his veory willing and horvdweiking tearn of Scout.re snd

Instructors, 1t gives me groat plonsni. to Reartily rocormend Kingston

(L(&HdCT) for eonkinned Qunolitication,

Ingp cting Officer for Admiral
Commanding Rescrves,
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SUMKER CANP.

Summer Camp got off to a poor start owing to traffic jams and spasmodic
rain fer the rest of the day. Li:tle boating was possible in the first week, as the
sea was far too rough, but when we did ‘get under way it was good fun as well as being
good experience. The weather was mainly good, and although the cinemas in Deal were
taken advantage of in adverse conditions there was rno aspiting Telixstowein the
vicinity, so the Troop didn't have a chance to go mad on the Dodgems etc.

Un”ortunately Alan Martin "did something " to his leg which resulted
in a stay in Deal Hospital being kept in touch with affairs at camp by Bruno, on his
frequen®; visits (Even on the morning of our trip to France).

ie caught the Margate-Deal-Calais lerry from Deal to Calais. The trip
took about 24 hours, and, apart from the rough journey, was uneventful. We had a good
time in Calais but Bruno has told you about that.

We arrivea back at Deal at about 7.30, happy although some of us were
feeling a bit gqueer after the journey. jlednesday evening after the trip, we drank wine
wrich somehow had found its way from Calais to the camp.

Thursday morning started very early for some cf us (3.45 to be precise)
for the Senioms to start their trip home, after striking camp, having breakfast etc.
%e finally left in the gig at 7.30 in a flat sea, rather lacking Wa wind. We made
Margate by mid day, but unfortunately couldn't get ashore until about 5.30 due to an
adverse wide.

The trip up this part of the estuary was pretty easy going, except that
it was low tide, and so concentration at the helm wa essential to avoid running
aground, - 'he night was more eventful than the day, moving achorage several times,
which meant very little sleep was to be had at all that night. The next day's sailing
was quite interesting, through Lendon's dockland. .

We stopped at T.S. Worcester at 2.30 p.m. and slept there until 5.30 p»
when we caught the tide ( and a tow to Greenwich). “e sailed under most of the bridges
before we had to row, and finally arrived at B.4. at 3.30 pm.

J.L.C,
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56 Templar Rd.,
N.Oxford.
Dear Editors, .
Thank.ynu, once again, for se¢nding to me the April issue of the
"Watcr Rat", and, in vicw of your editorial, I h=srten to send you a faw lines,
to publish in your nsxt issuc, or not, if you have sufficient proper copy.

It i alwaye a great pl(HSuTG to gt your Greup magazrine, as 1 have now
done for about 20 yrare, 1o read of the exploite of the varlnuﬂ cectinne, and
to remember the, great help and kindnees 1 had fronm the Seruters, and espeeially
the G.S.M. when T war Field Commiessioner in Surrey from 1044 tm 1951,

There arce meny happy memorics of my association with "Lesnders" but the
one which comes resdilv to my mind is an Admirslty Inepection in the 40's
when they rlanncd an «xplosion in the gallcy, a8 onc of the surprise items
of the cvening, the emoke and fire which followed, 4nd the clearing of the
brnathous¢ until the emcrgency wae past, The inspecticn of ﬂsr onnel was
vnigue in my mind, because as the 1.0. left cach patrel, they fell out, manncd

boat, £o that as the last patrel wss inspected, the whole Group was 2flmat
within 30 ecconds. T raw the subseournt report to thr Admirelty, it was
phrascd in superlatives, they had 100 narks, and it stocd for all my scrvice
ag a F,.C, a8 the supreme cxanple of what can be achirv&d.bj good leadership.

There are no werds of criticism I can offer, qr suggestions to give you
for the improvement of the magazine, r~xcept perhans to have it publiehed
riore frecucntly, or make ecach isaue bigeger, but I would likc tn =2dd to yours,
my congratulations tn the faur scoute who gained thr double eswards of the
Qucen Scout Badga, ond the D.of E's grld_ award (and I wondcr if thc Maund is
snv relation to the Mr.Maund of Kingston who ran the Scout =nd Guide Club
when I was a2bout the County). _ _

Congratulatisne, tno, on the grand «ffort in the Devizes to Woestninster

cenoc raci, and not by sny meane least, for .the gettine of the van "Oxo" tn .

~

help to trsnsport boats and boys about the courtry.
Good luck to the "Watir Rat" =nd to the "Leander" Group, and may both
fleurish far ancther 20 years or nore,
Yourse eincercly, .
W.J.Genese

-



B.P. GUILD

The last six monthe really scom to have flown and the time to reecrd
the @uild's sctivities has arrived again. In Mey the Guild held it's annual
gig training evening with a pull to Kingston Bridegc. Here the gig crow
d cided they were fit crough =2nd interupted +training for a vigit to a
l1ncal hosgtelry, Prior to idniralty Inspeetion the Guild held twe working
perties at H.Q, Unfortunately "pain et pped play" on the first cccesion but
small gains were made in the baek garden jungle about a weck later. The
Gurden Fete provided a chence for the Guild to renew a link with it's y~uth.
"Bow and Arrow" stells snd Air Rifle ranges must be thoroughly tested before
they are uscd of coursel!l The general opinicon is that todays Boy Secut is
every bit es accurate as his counterpart sore twenty years ago. The Gilwell
Reunicn was an excellent opportunity for the "B.P,Guild Decorators" to paper
a "wall" erected on the edge of the famcus bombhrle, No work contracts have
been received, but in spite of this the Guild's sturnt went down very well
with a large audicnce,

Of late bowling se ms to be popular with .the Guild, 1In August the Guild
were the guests of the North Shern bowling Club and nore recently the Top
Rank Bawl =t Streatham saw nur efforts at the ten pin gome. Thore are now’
ceveral Guildsmen who would strongly refute sny suggestion that it is
difficult to miss all the pins with twe balls,

Tent pitching ie r~ne thing - erecting a Marquec is annther 2s the Guild
learned at the National Sea Secut Regatta, The oceupati-nal hrgards are
dnrkness, these new fangled guy lines, and someone who relerscs. the one
upright 2s vou are meking fast the mein guye, The Sea Scout Swimming Gala
caw the Guild armed with penciles, paper, and stop watehecs, mcting as offiecials
snd timckerpers, The nonise ercated during the final of the Scout and Senior
Sarut rclay races would put Beatle fans to shame, '

Next month the Guild are.......no that story belongs to the next issue
~f the Water Rat, i
"Seicky"



