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MESSAGES.

The following messages have been received on the occasion of the Group's Jubilee.

FROM THE CHIEF SCOUT

"If all I hear is true the Leander Group must be the sprightliest 50 year olds in
the country.

Many heve contributed to your continued success, Scouts and Scouters through the
ycars and all those people who don't have warrants but are proud to serve you.

It's a long time. But I belicve Scouting is really just beginning, it's more needed
than ever before in this troubled world, for it is the only thing that can and does
break down ALL the barriers which divide mankind.

God bless and prosper your work in the next 50 years as He has done in the past.

ROWALLAN, Chief Scout.”

FROM THE COUNTY COMMISSIONER

"I am very glad to be given the chance to send ny congratulations to Leander Sea
Scouts on the occasion of their Jubillee celebraticns.

You have a long history of progress of which you have every right to be proud. But
the present and future generations of Leanders will not want to rest on the
achievements of those who went before them. It is up to them to be worthy of the
Group's history by adding fresh laurels.,

In sending you my warmest congratulations on your Jubilee, therefore, I am looking
forward to even greater things from you in the future.

Good Luck and good Sea Scouting to you all.

E.G.NEATZE, County Commissioner.!
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THE LEANDER GROUE. 1909 - _1959.

PRE SEA SCOUTING ERA,

Although it is known that the Group was in existence before, the first recorded
date in the Group history is 3rd April 1909, when it was rcgistered at Scout
Headquarters as the 2nd Kingston Troop. The first S/M was Erik Robinson, who
received his Warrant on 13th December 1909. Facts about the Troop are scarce until we
reach the year 1911 by which t ime the following names appear in the Troop Roll,
Ebbage, Ervine and Goodall - names which today are still connected with the Group.

At that time Troop meetings were held in a paint shop belonging to Mr.Baker, a wheel-
wright, at 5 Fairfield Road. The trek cart was an old truck lent by Mr.Baker, and the
only other properties the Troop possessed were three wooden forms. 1911 was an event-
ful year in many ways. On 22nd June the Coronation Day of King George V, the Troop
assisted at the Children's Party in Bushy Park, and later on July 5th, was present at
the Royal Review at Windsor Park, when the Klng personally inspected the Scouts. In
that year too, the first Troop Summer Camp was held at Box Hill. The concluding happen-
ing of the year was the absorbtion by the Troop of the original 2rd Kingston Troop,
the Scoutmaster of which had resigned. Exhibitions of Scoutcraft were a feature of
those early days, and were held in Kingston in 1911 and 1912, In 1912 camec the first
of a long line of trek-cart camps held over Easter weekends; on that occasion the Troop
camped on successive nights at Virginia Water, Wisley Hut, and Box Hill. /7t Whitsun
the first Denbies Camp for Surrey Scouts was held, the fore-runner of the present
periodical County Camps at Ranmore.

Summer Camp that year was held at Fort Cumberland, at Southsea, and then on 18th
November 1912, the Troop commenced its Sea Scout activities. Just why the change to
Sea Scouting was made is not very clear. One legend records the Troop ot that time
including a Scout whose father kept a fish shop, and the Troop gradually absorbed the
salty atmosphere this Scout gave meetings he attended! By this time the Headquarters
were at the back of "The Cricketers" Public House. Indced, as will be seen below,
publicans appear to have been the only persons willing to rent premlses to Scout Troops
in the early days.
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WAR SEA SCOUTING.
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mein railwoy line through Surbiton against nossible sabotage., This watch was main-
tained, day and night, for twelve days during which period the British Expeditionary
Force was safely conveyed to Fronce.

Due to war conditions, the constitution of the Troop ~ltcred considerably.
5/M.Erik Robinson joincd the Grenadier Guards, and most of the Scouts, as they reached
cighteen yeors of age, joined up - (a list of thosc killed on Active Service appears
Glscwhere). Nevertheless, the Troop carried on, and during the course of the war,
absorbed two other local Troops which were without Scouters, the old 1st Surbiton
Park, ond the original Lib Kingston. As a result of the latter, Mr.J.H.Idc first
becane assceiated with "Leonders" and for o time zcted as Scoutmester - he remained
"Leander" Group Treasurer until he died ~t the age of 920,

The Group records of the early wor years show for the first time the name of Biden,
another neame which is still associsted with the Group to the present day.

We also read that P/L. E.L.Ebbage was fined 6d for bursting the Clubroon lock! During
the course of the Wor, the Troop collected waste poper to the value of £75 (a large
sum for those days) for the Prince of Wales' National Relief Fund.

About 1915 the cutter presented by lMr.Grove was scrapped, and in the next year
the Troop acquired a 16ft,4-oored centre-board gig,previously owned by the Teddington
Sea Scouts. The Troop also acouired a 14t sailing dinghy for £k. This boat was
sold later, and in the 1930's was gtill in use by a rivercide vendor of bananas.

1

During the war years 2 gradunl change in uniform wos taking place. Since the
formation of the Troop bluc shirts and green scarves had beern worn, firstly with the
Scout hat, and subsequently with o Sca Scout cap. The Scouts on coast-watching
duties had been issued with blue jersceys and black silk scarves, and this uniform was
later adopted by all merbers of the Troop. 4t o loter date specinl permission was
obtained from the County Scout Authorities to wear the County Emblem (red "Surrey"
Lion) on the point of the scerf instead of the usual way on a yellow background on
the orm.

in importont happening at this time was the formation of the Cub Pack in 1918,
with Miss Brady (loter Mrs.irthur Millest) as first Cubnaster. Mrs.Millest now lives



at Beverlcy, Yorkshire, and is still interested in the Group.
It was also in June 1918 that E.L.Ebbage joined the Navy, and there is a gap in the
Group's reccords until his return early in 1919,

POST WAR YEARS - ACOUISITION OF GROUP HEADOU/RTERS.

After demobilisation, Erik Robinson returned to the Troop and continued as S/M
until 1921. Then at the early age of 21, E.L.Ebbage was sppointed §/M, and still holds
that position today

It was evident from pre-war expericnces that to function cfficicntly the Grcup needed
riverside Headquurters of its own. As o step in this direction 2 boathouse in Lower Ham
Road (on the site of the Bont Deck in thp present Headquarters) was rented, in 1920, and
subsequently purchased in 1922. These restricted premises were the Group Headquarters for
nine years, until thec adjoining Boathouse (now the Main Deck) was purchased in 1929. 1In
the early days the Headquarters was 1lit only by lanterns, and it must have been somewhat
erie on a dark winter's night!

The bonts which the Group hid used during war time had become unseaworthy, and in
1921 & whaler and a 715 were purchased and used until about 1930. In 1921 the Skipper
went to a Wood Badge Course st Gilwell, and in conseguence, Patrol cooking was first
introduced at the Troop Camp that yes r. (Incidentally, the writer recalls that the Skipper
was still consulting his Wood Badge Course notes ot Summer Comp in 1945, to ensure camp~
ing was being done to Gilwell standard!)

Writing in "The Scout" in 1923, the Chief Scout recalled thut although his house
"Paxtu" at Bentley, in Hampshire, woae quite near the River Wey, no Sea Scouts had yet
visited him. The Troop Summer Comp that year was held at Shalford, near Guildford, and
taking up the implied challenge in the Chief's remarks, the Skipper with two Scouts,Reg
Balcomb and Len Buckingham, set off by conoc up the ﬁtj. After o strenuous Journey which
in the latter stages involved more cancc-carrying than pnaddling, they eventually reached
Bentley, and called at the Chief's house. He was unfnrtunatcly awey at the time, but they
lef't a note recording their visit, In the 1920's begen the summer camps in Suffolk,
which have been a regular feature ever since. Southwold wns the venue for four years
during that decade, the journcy on onc cccasion being made by steamer from 01d Swan Pier,
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Unfortunately carly rccords of the holders of +the King's Scout Badge sre not complete,but
a number of "Leanders" 4id gain it pricr Ho 1939-45. In 1 1946 the tests were revised.
Members of the Group who have gained the Queen's Scout Radge since then are.-
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Whencver Scouts mect, tolik wil crtunily come round to Carmps, Summer ond otherwise,

snd reminiscences will bogin, for ne ftwo comps are olikec, cven i€ held at the some
pince, Some incidors o likely the weather) will give each o character of its own

chersceteristics of each
happy memories,

in the b

"Leander  camp,

1911 Box 1 Arundel, Susscx.

1912 TFort Cu berlond (Southscn) 1946 Marthosr, Noriollk

1917 Cruise in "Mirror" 1947 Toole,Dorset (Troop)

1919  Tittlawortn Cornmen "Celox” (

1920 Blackbicath (Surrey) 1945 Cerfe Castle,Dorset.

1921 Southweld, Suffolk, 19L,.9 Vc“n@ Bay

1922 ddtte. 1950 Fole,Dorsct.

haiford, Surrcy. 1951 f;.&”lhifLLL“ (Troop)
ightstone, T. of Tight Morfolk Droads <u£ﬂ10fﬂ)

1925 Poghom, SusseX. 1952 Chidhon Sdn‘;x.(vv “y)

Southweld, Suffolk. sherny (Seniors)
1927 ditto 1955 Ldringiicld (Arbop)
1928 West Wittering, Sussox.

i L :
1ist will awokey

&

1929 ditto 1954 Moo, Kent.

P . e e \

19350 Chormouth,Dorset 1955 laringfield (Troop)

1934 Studland, Dorset river to Jbth“dc(S nﬂors)

1932  Lee-oro-3olent, Honts. 1956 m (Troop)

1935 Wnldpiveficld, Suffolk, Cruisc (Seniors)
Q36 ditte 1957  Jomcoree Crulse ( folo) ;)

1937 "Irplaccole",Portomouth, Enst Const 7 (Seniors

L AN A AN AN

& Sheonpy 1958 Weldringfield (Trooy )
939 Aitto East Couzst Cruise (Scniors)
1
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IN THE BEGINNING. ......

§

I joined the Troop in 1911, but it was not known as the "Leanders" then, and Sea
Scouts had not been formed. It was the'znd Klnguton -on=Thames B.P,Scout Troop". The
"B.P." was important, 2s ot this pﬁrlod things were 2 bit disorganised, and all sorts of
people becane Tinked up with the Movement, resulting in bickering, and certain sections
broke away and forrmed o short-lived orghnlsutlon called the "British Boy Scouts".
However, to get back to us, it is impossible to tell you of ocur beginnings without
introducing you to the Bakcr family. Mr,Boker was a cocch=builder, living in Fairfield
Ro~?y at the rear of his house was his workshop, over which was a varnishing room, and
this room he let us use for our weekly meetings. It was very useful, but had two draw-
backs. Then Mr.Baker had te varnish one of his carts, it was important that there
should be no dust, and so we were not =1llowed to use the room; and another drawback was
o fried fish shop close by. The subscriptions were 24 per week, collected by Owen B?ker,
and when he asked for them, he was freguently told "2d,owen!! but unfortunately it
spelt owing; the money nwv1ng been "blued" on chips! This workshop was the blrthpluce
of our trek cart, It was built by Mr.B aker, and presented to the Troop en 12th June,1912,
by Mrs,Baker, who when presenting it said "I hope the Troop will outlive this trek owrt".
Well, the race is still on - both the cart and the Troop are still going strongd p]

Our Scoutmaster was Mr,Erik Robinson, affectionately known to us boys as "Robby".He
was the son of Mr.Robinson of that great engineering firm of Willans & Robinson of
Rugby, #wno was the inventor of the Robinson Boat Release Gear, still used throughout the
Royal Navy.

low in those days we tried to do everything the right way ~ conscienticusly saluting
anyone we met woaring a Scout badge, and marching in formation wherever we went in
uniform. On Saturday afbernoons we paraded in Fairfield West, and carrying poles we
marched two abrenst to Richmond Park for signalling and flag-raiding gemes, copied from
"eouting fow Bays™, Robby was the proud possessor of a walking stick made from a
cebbage stalk from the Channel Islands, and he proudly merched by our aide, bolt upright,
with his beloved walking stick. I have yet to meet o men who understood boys as he did.
To be o Scout in those days was not easy, and ridicule was encountercd from the "Yobs",
who celled alter us "Yah, Boy Scasrts campin art - look at his knees". The majority of
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Clif'ton, Bert Biden, Jack Harper, v Gedfrey,
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The year 1911 ; 1

June 22nd, ths Coronation of King Geﬂrge V, and we
children a2t the Celebrations in Rush
Windscr. The Kingoton Asxﬁci’t‘“n went to
estern Railway ran o Tspecial' train for t

wnd my firat Punction with the Troon was
deteiled to assist with the
followed bty the Royal Review ot
| uv, and the London & South
For 2/ returr!

At Baster we leaded the trek cart, and with kit bags ~nd hired tents, piled up
on it, we started off cn Saturday wﬂrnln& en & trek camp, the first stop being Virginia
Wnter. I wionder w ¥ the boys these days to pull o loaded
trek cart from Hinges 5, We wers tough in those dnys)

The sccond day we the third dey to Wisley Hut, and so home.

rounds of Sir Trevor Lasrence
sed with us still 'Lﬁﬁd' Scouts, but the
dapmenc‘. One, Sir Reobert Baden DOW(ll’ brother,
mber of the Royal Conoe Cluo) persunded Rebby to
cnus "Leander'" was born. The other important

ing felt) was the arrival of = new recruit naned
_nning,..aﬂ T knew it, and T leave it to others to

Our first Summe ros helds t
at the feoot of Box Hill, and so the year ol
following year fwo i
Warington Baden Powe
turn the Troop into
event (the imnact of v
Eric Etbage. So thins was
complete the full nistery.

e ERVINE,
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THE JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS.

The following report of the Jubilee Celebrations appeared in the "Surrey Comet" of
25th April, 1959, under the headlines "Leander looks 50 years ahead - Jubilee Dinner
recorded for Scouts of 2009":-

Films and tape recordings were made at the Leander Sec Scout Group's Jubilee Dinner and
Dance at Surbiton Assembly Roems on Friday last week. They are to be put into a contain-
er which will be sealed and bricked up in a wall at the Group's Thames-side Hoadquarters,
with instructions that it is not to be opened until 2009, on the occasion of the Group's
centenary. Mr.Eric Ebbage, Group Scoutmaster for over 30 years, presided at the Dinner
which was organised by the Leander Branch of the B.P.Guild of 014 Scouts. DMrs.Ebbage,
the Group Hon.Secretary was also present, and the principal guests were the Mayoress
(Mrs.C.M.Judge) and Mr.R.G.Busbridge (District Commissioner) with Mro.Busbridge. The
Mayor (Alderman C.M,Judge) arrived later. Congratulatery messages were read by
Mr.Busbridge from the Chief Scout (Lord Rowallan) and Mr.E.@E.lNcate (County Commissioner).
In proposing the toast of the Group, Mr.Busbridge underlined the Chief Scout's assertion
that today, more than ever, Scouting was needed.

Replying, Mr.Ebbage recalled his introduction to Scouting at the age of 11. Of the
Leander Group, he said that it was not a School of seamanship, but rather an orgenisat-
ion where the Scouters tried to capture o boy's love of adventure and of "messing about
in boats", harnessing it to useful ends, primarily to inculcate qualities which would
prove most valuable to him 2nd the community, whether or not he made the sea his
CArECT.

Without spoon-feeding, the Group had to provide facilities and opportunities for the
boys to do things for themselves in a seamanlike menner. To that end, Headquerters were
provided. The growth of the Group made an extension to the premises necessary, and a
£950 scheme had been started. Already £130 had been raised towards the cost. Guests
were welcomed by Mr.W.Ervine, one of the original members of the Group, who acknowledged
the help and support given by mothers, wives and girl friends.

The Maycress replied, The Toastmaster was Mr.Donald Balls, and the M.C.for dancing,
Mr,Nigel Fentimon. The dinner and dnance, to which 0l1d Scouts came from as for awny as
Dover and Chichester, marked the end of Jubiles Celcbrotions which had begun 2 week
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