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EDI-ZO:R X AL,

® The season of festivities and well-wishing is with us once
more, and we would not be backward in extending to all our
readers the very heantiest greetings, With Christmas, however,
approaches the end of the year, when thoughts naturally run in
retrospect over the months that are past, Let ug so consider
the recent history of_ !'Leander!, Firstly, concerning the
Group as a whole, there is the Clubroom Re-building., Twelve
months have seen the roof removed from the Boat Deck and a new
one built, the finish of the brick-laying and concreting at the
‘back, the laying of the wood floor in the Main Deck, re-wiring
for iight nearly completed, gas-heating fitted up, the flooring
of the yard and galley, and (most noticable of all) aboéut half
the plastering accomplished, There 1s much yet to do, but the
turn of the road is reached and passed, Forwardl=

Now for the individual units, The Pack, long isolated from
the bosom of the family, camé home again this summer, found new
officers of sterling quality, and grew considerably {n'numbers.
Live programmes have been carried out, while closer co-operation
has revealed the value of the Pack as a member of the Group,

The Troop also reports a large increase in numbers and a higher
standard of boat work. The winning of the District Camping
Competition and a good place in the County. one, the 'Implacable’
visit and the Holland Jamboree, the Coronation parade and the
Y"Discovery" ceremony are some of the high-lights that will stand
out as 1937 memories, while additions to the training staff in
the persons of Mr, Edwards and Ted Clipsham augur well for the
future, The Crew also has gained new members and re-organised
itself the better to accommodate them, Some expeareince has been
gained in 'Hero', and a little play all their own successfully
produced, while invaluable character-training has been available
in the Boat Repair and Building lines, Onward}

. This Magazine, the "Water Rat", has had a rather chequered
history, being for some months in abeyance, but new it 1s once
more on its feet and in a stronger position than ever, Its
good work is visible on all sides. Nor must mention be’
omitted of our Leander Lucies, that gallant band of back-stage
helpers whose efforts did so much to make the Bazaar the out-

*standing success it was, Press on}

80 reports from all sections are good. 1937 .has been a
great year, and towards its close the signs are as encouraging
as they have been for a long while, It remains for all
concerned to set their faces towards 1938 with the firm resolve
to make the utmost use of this flying start, so that.the year may
be the greatest ever known in the history of !'Leander!] With
this in mind, readers will understand our meaning when we wish
them a Successful and Prosperous New Year,

3



THE WATER RAT, 69

THE SKIPPER!S SCRAVL,

The question which is on the lips of everyone connected with
the Group is , "“How much profit did we make at the Bazaar ?", There
are still a few odd amounts to come in so we are unable to publish a
financial statement in this issue, but I am very pleased to be able
to announce that, at the moment, Ehe proceeds are over £38,

Although this does not break our previous record, it 1s a very
wonderful result when we remember the appalling weather which we
'enjoyed! on December 4th,

There is no doubt that a number of those who did brave the
elements did so in order to see Ralph Reader and we are greatly
indebted to him for giving up some of his very limited spare time
to come along and help us in such a splendid manner, On behalf of
the Group Committee, lirs, Ebbage has written to all those who helped
in whatever capacity, but if anyone has been overlooked, will they
please accept this expresslion of our gratitude. As far as I know
the only person who did not receive a letter was Mrs, Ebbage herself;
I should like her to feel that we all realise how impossible 1t would
have been to hold a Bazaar and Fun Fair at all 1f it had not been for
her untiring efforts during many weeks beforehand, 1

By the way, Ralph told me that he is again producing "Boy Scout"
abt the .ilbert Hall, in April next, The cast will consist almost
entirely of London Scouts and Rovers, but he has invited the fLeander!
Group to send some fellows to take part in the Sea Scout ltem, What
about 1t you budding actors?

Since the plaatering of the 'Main Deck! walls was completed at
the end of last month, there has been little visible progress with the
work at Headquartérs. Nevertheless a large number of unobbtrusive jobs,
including the gas-fitting, have been satisfactorily completed and the
eleotric lighting is almost 'finished, We are looking forward to
finlshing off the new store-rooms next month, This will make 1% possible
to clear the workshop of tents and other camp gear and thus free it for
its proper use, Several of the Group's boats have not had a complete
overhaul since the Spring of 1935, there will be plenty of work to
occupy all hands until Easter therefore, :

For the Scouts a full pregramme in preparation for the various
Badge btests will commence on New Year!s day, and it is confidently
expected that Leander%s name will this year re-appear on some of the
Agsoclation trophlés, The first competition whieh 1t is proposed to
enter 1s the Inter-Troop Boxing which 1s being held in preparation for
the County Boxing Competition in April, The more pugilistically
minded members of the Troop are already hard at work on Thursday evenings
under the coachlng of Mr,A,Edwards, Since the Bazaar the Troop has
secured an additional 4A/S/M, in the person of Mr,Edward Clipsham,
Although he is new to Kingston he has had considerable experience of
Scouting at Vlelwyn Garden City, We give him‘a hearty welcome,

- —
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NAUTICAL NOTES - 2, LIGHTHOU SES.
e

Lighthouses may be divided into three classes, as follows.-

(1) Landfall lightheuses, which are Iintended mainly as aids to
nayigation, enabling seamen to plot their positions, and gauge their
distance from the shore, These lighthouses are generally falrly
high, averaging between one hundred and two hundred feet. L1l are
cquipped with very powerful lights, which are visible for about
fifteen miles, on an average, in clear weather,

(2) Coastal and warning lights, These are 1lntended principally to
mark the positions of dangerous rocks and shoals, They arc not as
powerful as regards lighting equipment as landfall lighthouscs, but
thelr systems of flashes are particularly designed go that they may
be easlly distinguished from onc another,

(3) Harbour lights, which serve solely to mark the entrances bto
harbours, and are quite small and equipped with lights of

relabively low power.,

The methods employed in the construction of a lighthouse
vary considerably with the nature of 1ts particular position, Light-
houses on rocks in exposed positions are naturally of great
strength and are bullt of granite whenever this is possible, Each
block of stone is dove-talled into its neighbour, and the base is
cemented and securely bolted into the rock, A4All preliminary work is
carried out ashore, and the stone is carrled across to the rock
ready for hoiating into place, the blocks being numbered, to
facilitate quick assembly, ' Becausc of the difficult conditions under
which all work has to be carried out, and the risks of damago in
transport, especilally to the lantern apparatus, this type of
lighthouse 1s very expensive to bulld,

hen a lighthouse has to be bullt on sand, as occasionally
happens, the foundation is a steel calsson, filled with oconorote,
This type is alsoqan expensive undertaking, In such cases a screw-
pile lighthouse 18 very often employed, as such a structurec 1s quite
substantial enough Bor all bubt the most exposed positions, In this
type, the body of the structure is supported on iron tubes with
screw-~threaded feet which are screwed into the sand. The ‘whole
structure is braced by a lattice-work of girders, . shore-lighthouse
differs but little from any other building ashore in the mode of
construction employed, and it 1s therefore hardly neccssary to go
into details,

The' lamp apparatus of a lighthouse is constructed on
sciontific lines, and it has taken years to evolve a satisfactory
forms, The lamp generally burns vaporised oil or electricity, The
flashes are produced by batteries of lenses which are revolved by
clockwork, These concentrate the light into revolving bcams, They
float on mercury, and so perfectly balanced are they that they can
be revolved by the mere pressure of a finger, although some of them
welgh as much as six tons,
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Vlhen the light 1s of the occulting type, i.e., shows more
light than darkness, there are no revolving lenses, but the light
is cut off by a shutter which is revolved by clockwork, or by the
lowering of a cylindcr over thc lamp,

: The majority of lighthouses possess some form of foge
signalling apparatas, the usual type being the diaphone, which is
operated by compressed air, is automabtic, and emitsxa very powerful
blast,

Most lighthouses arc manned by 4Swo or three keepers, who
clean the lamp apparatus and kecp it in working order as well as the
fog~signalling apparatus if any, Therc are, however, a number
which arc unattended., =21 thesc, the lamp is automatically awitched
on at dusk and off at dawn, and should any defect develop which
prevents the lamp from working, a small light is shown shorewards
and an cmergency lamp 1s brought into use, the whole process being
automatic,

English lighthouses are nearly all maintained by Trinity
House, and shipovmers pay ducs to this body to defray expenses in
this direction, i few ports owvm thelr own lighthouscs, In
Scotland, the cquivalent body 1is the Commissioners for Northern
Lights, and in Ireland, the Commissioners for Irish Lights,

The origin of the lighthouse 1s obscure, bu®d as early as
the third century B.C. a huge lighthouse of whito marble, called the
Pharos, was bullt at Alexandria in Egypi. It was 1lit by flaming
beacons and was 100 feet high. e
_ H.F.

TOWER LIGHT 3 SCREW PILE LIGHT
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LUCY STEPS OUT,

Lucy snmuggled deeper into her armchalr and gazed contentedly
at her bedroom slippers stretched out towards the fire, Then she
picked up her knitting again and set the pins clicking merrily,

This was what she 1liked, for she was a home-loving girl at heart,
Her mother looked up from her own work, "It's nice to have you at
home again, Lucy. We don't see much of you lately,"

"Why do you call me Lucy, Hum?"

"T don't know dear, everyone seems to call you that since you
joined the Leander League, It!s made such a difference to you,"

"Yes, it did make me take myself in hand, I must have been a
frump before,"

"Oh, I don't think that, You certainly look nicer now, Other
people seem to think so too, Who are all the cards from?"

Lucy let her eyes wander over the mantleshelf, covered with
an assortment of gaily coloured Cheistmas cards, "Oh,from the Rovers
mostly, They're awfully good to me," '

"Yes, plenty of them seem to have been taking you out lately,
from what I can make of it, Which one was it last night?"

- Lucy did not look up, and her colour appeared to deepen a
shade as she replied, "That was Jim, Did you like him?"

"Why yes dear, he seemed quite nice to me, Uhy?"

"Oh, nothing., Only I think I do, rather, He's older than most of
them, and more sensible somehow, Not that there's anything in 1t
of course,"

"No, of course not, darling, Plenty of time for that, Just enjoy
yourseif while you're young, I say. Only it doesn't hurt to keep
your eyes open, you know," The !'phone bell rang from the other room,
brr-rr, brr-rr, "I expect that!s for you, Lucy",

"The Engagement Exchange again", she reported on her return, "It's
a dance on Boxing Night, Lucky I've been keeping it free,"

"Is it Jim?" asked her mother shrewdly, :

"No, one of the younger fellows, I expect he'!ll be there though,
Therel!s quite a crowd of them‘going," And she picked up her knitting
once more, for she was a home-loving girl at heart,

On Boxing Night Lucy's mother waited up for her, Shé burst in at
1 otclock, and flung herself onto a sofa, "Oh, mother, what de you
think? I'm going to be married, I'm so excited,"

"My goodness, whatever next?"

"Yes, he proposed in the middle of a waltz, and I accepted at once,
Isn't it great?"

"I dontt know dear, Who is 1t?2"

"George, George Taylor, Oh I don't think youl've met him, He's not
one of the Rovers, but he's often about with them."

"Wasn't Jim there?" queried the elder woman,

"Oh yes, he was there, Bubt GEOrgeesecscccces"

ind her mother sighed, smiling the while,

R.H.M.
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S.ReS. "VICTORY" - by one of the Crew,
f—————

Last month did somobody say aomethinﬁ about "fairies" in
reference to the Crew of the S.R.S. "Victory"? - Well, I'm sure

we were all very flattered, but we do feel that if the author of that
statement had been anywhere within a two mile radius on an evening
when we were practising the hornpipe, he would have altered the
quotation slightly to read more like this: "There's a herd of
elephants trampling the bottom of our garden", - However, the new
plastering is in no real danger as yet, we hopel

~ llay we say though, how much we appreciate the privilege of
being allowed to yse the 'Leander!' Headquarters, especlally now that
they are so rapidly nearing perfectlion - (How we welcomed the radiators
when we found that they really workedl) We have an expert in all
things culinary in our midst, and she is just longing to get down to
work in the galley. In fact 1t breaks her heart every time she looks
in now; she’stands sighing before the gas stove, shaking her head
and saxing‘~ "What a wreckl HOW I would like to fix things up in
herel -~ We lead her gently away when this melancholy mood descends,
and console her by telling her that one day we shall be able to show
how useful we can be, and how a galley ought to look, but that she must
walt just a little longer!

lell, Christmas will be upon us in a moment, so with all our
thanks for all Leanders have done for us, we'd better join our very
best wishes for Christmas and the New Year,

ind by the way, we thought you might
like to see the design our Lord High /dmiral,
Miss Hopkins, the Sea Ranger Pilot, made for
her greetings cardeescee..This is ﬁER idea
of Sea Rangers when they leave the landl

L L L L N L

DON'T FORGET our Concert on Thursday
Jamuary 20th, at All Saints Hall,

y le think 1t'1ll be a good
show, and we hope to see many of

you éhere. _%u/im: liok o bout!
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i FLESTIVE OCC.SION,

Well, the festive season is with us once again., Within a
few short days you!ll all be stuffing yourselves, no doubt, with
turkey and plum pudding and all the things that Eradttion says
have to be, I only hope liother has a good stock of castor oil
in, Vhen you're young you seem to enjoy eating just for its own
sake, whereas,....0Oh, don't think I'm growing crusty in my old age,
I used to be a good enough trencherman in my day. Still, I
often think it's not so much the actual food that makes a meal
memorable, as what happens during it, one's companions, and so on,
I remember a marvellous dinner we had in France once. 7Yes, you can
grin, but I shall go on, You can't stop an o0ld sailor yarning,

Welly it happened in '27. Wle were stormbound at St,Louis
du Rhone, 'a little port some ten miles west of harseilles, Whilst
we were Ehere we got friendly with the only grocer in the port,
typically a mixture of French, Italian and several other breeds, a
pleasant enough fellow‘ garrulous, smelling strongly of garlic., He
invited us to dinner Nice Engleesh men dine wiz me", Frightful
English, e said, "0,K, What time?" “Tonight, any night". We
fixed a date,

On the night of the dinner much swoppling of clothing took
place in the fo'csle, Fred, the Engineer, muttered something about
people going to the engine-room who usually gave the place a wide
berth., 4t 7 p.me we marshalled, Fred, George, Le Gall our French
pilot, and a couple of members from the "Roscleaf', Falling in
we marched off up the one and only strect, a mean strect with a
centre runnel into which every sort of refuse was slung, Our
approach was heralded by a fow strect arabs, who shouted and hooted,
diving in and out of the muck with grcat glee, Our host stood
outside to meet us, spreading his arms to welcome us like¢ lost sons,
Ushering us in through the main shop he flung aside a much-worn
oriental bead curtain and shouted, 'Be seatedl"  The sight that met
my eyes ftook sevéral minutes to comprehend, by which time I was
eating soups How well I remember that room, roughly 16 ft, by 20 ft,
low ceiling, earthen floor, many holes, semi-puddles (it had rained
during the day). The walls, once white-washed, were hung with every
conceivable kind of dried or drylng produce that it is possible to
imagine, onions, herbs, raisins, grapes, everything, i disusocd coal
range stood on the right of me, a large dresser almost empty on the
left; behind, boxes piled one upon another, forming rough racks,
into which were poked all manncr of things,

iis dinner proceeded amid a buzz of conversation, the door at
the other end was pushed. slowly open and in poured cvery known
varicty of domestic animal, .. cat stolc in, searching and begging
for morscls, a fine cock strutted around, while apparently from the
commotion outside the door a whole menagerie stood without, Our host,
secrviettc tucked under chin, told us amusing things, mostly village
scandal, through the medium of Le Gall, every momcnt waving his hands
to us, meaning "Get on and eat", and believe mo there was loads
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of foecd, 4s soon as one daish was eaten, a sour-faced woman replaced
it with another, Couldn't make out if she was his wife or not,
Once he said, "Erngloesh enjoy much", slapping her on the back

rather affectionately, and she made an effort to smile,

Suddenly Fred yelled out, turned his chair round and _
examined his 1e§ with a very pained expression, '"Darned chicken
pecked my ankie", he muttered. At the same moment I felt something
warm and wet on my legs, likc a dog's nose, 8o I kicked, there -
was a squeal of pain and a small pig made for the door, Our host,
seoing that his guests were disturbed, left his fine steak, picked
up a.broom and rrenzedly waved 1t under the table. The result was
chaos, I think he hit most of us on the shins, but he drove out
several pigs, chickens, the cal, a duck and a rabbit or two, then
ran round the table in an endeavour to dislodge another rabbib
reluctant to go, threw the broom in the corner, slammed the door
{which lmmediately opened again) bowed, and said "Very Engléesh
gentlemen, pray continue", "All very well", muttered Fred,
selecting a long French lcaf and holding it like a truncheon, "but
if that dratted chicken,...."

Things quictened down, much wine was spilt, and we got
merrier, We learnt that normally our host did not object to the-
menageric, They were very friondly, sometimes they fought, but -
Here he sprang up threw cpen the door of the disused range, and
drew forth a fine white dce with litter, "Put them in there so
dogs do not eat", he said, "lIorc ccmee that chicken again" oried
Fred, reaching fcr the loaf. However, by this time we were getting
uproarious, dashing- glasses together and drinking toasts to all
and sundry.

Still nmerry, we departed at a late hour, singing lustily,
after saying good-night a dozen times to our host, The last thing
I remember was Fred muttering "If that chicken comes round herc...",
taking off his beit and laying it handy. Next morning the
weather cleared up and we put to sea, but mention of St,Louis du
Rhone always puts me in mind of a French grocer and his fabulous
menagerie,

R.E,T.
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LOG OF A4 FIRST CLASS (?) JOURNEY,

LArrive a¥% Clubroom, No key.

Thirsty. Drink river,

Find dead dog in river.

Foel 1ll.

Fricend arrives plus kit and key. Cheersl]

Launch dinghy. Dinghy leaks, Friend says will improve,
Does 80,

Stow gear and depart,

Kingston Bridge. 3 inches water in boat,

Boat nearly full., Go ashore.

Empty boat and set off again.

Surbiton :

Molesey Lock., See 'lady' on bank, call “Cooee', Hit in
mouth by stone,

Sunbury Lock, Tired of rowing, so go ashore for Ice
Cream,

Eat Ice Cream, Find money gone. Run off without paying,
Still running. bWan pursuingl

Jump in boat, Safel

Cap overboard}

Search no avail, Only see¢ bubbles,

Campsite on starboard bow, Fricnd says not starboard but
other,

Reach campsite.

Start tea, '

Eat mcal, Tea tastes queer, However drink it,

Find tea leaves not tea but coffee, Leave washing up
£ill morning,

Unpack

No tent} (Left home by friend),

Pull dinghy ashore, Will sleep under 1it,

Prepare beds,

Go into town to look round,

Return to camp, : t

Go to bed in dark, No torch, (Left home by friend).
Jolly cold, No slecp, :

annoyed, Can't slecp, Fricend can, Curse him]

Fricnd yells out, I jump up, Bump head on thwart.I yell out,
L1l quict,

I yell out again, Find share bed with frog,

Throw frog into darkness, Hcar splash} Hurrayl Frog in
river, Back to bed,

Wake up. Frozen, Friend got all blanket, Hit friend,
Pinch blankets,

Friend hits back, Retrioves blankects,

Try get blankets again, Strugglel Hit thwart again,
Collapse, Silence,

Get up.




THE WATER RALT, B7.

8,10
8,20
8,30
8.40
9,00
9,30
9,40
10,00

10. 50
11,00
11,35
12,00,
12,25 p.m,

12,45

1.00
1,01
1,10
1,11
1,12
1,153
1,15
1,30
2.00
2.15
5,00
Selb
3.20
Sel
3422

SeR3

3425
4,00
4,10
4,20

5.00
5.15

Think of washing,

Still thinking!

Dip face in river, Washedl

Prcpare breakfast, [All goes well, .

Eat breakfast,

Dig rubbish and greasc pits. ¥

Fill pits with remains of breakfast,

Friend puts foot in rubbish pit, Falls over, Puts
head in grease pit, He!'ll have to wash, Hurrayl
Go for row round,

Return to camp.

Start on dinncr.

Find rat eaten meat,

Cheers, Friend finds dead fish in river, Looks died

illness, Priend says died natural causes, Not convinced,

Boiling kills germs so goes in pot,
Examine dinncr. Friend calls Kedgeree, Smells bad
whatever it is, '
Friend tastes dinner,

Friend sick.

Duck hcaves-to off shore,

Duck comes ashore,

Give duck Hedgerec, Duck jumps in river,
Duck sinks,

Threw Kedgeree in river, Kedgeree sinks,
Rest, Ends up in fight with friend.,
Finish rest,

Pack for return journcy

~Start on return journey.

Cross rollers at Sunbury Lock. No kecper, No pay,
Fisherman Arowsing on bank, .

Fisherman yelils, We yell back, rude things,

Fisherman runs along bank, waving arms, Pity can!t read
Semaphore,

Notice somethlng tralling behind, Rod ard line} Stop.
Restore to fisherman, minmus float, hook and sinker,
Proceed, fingers in cars,

Molesey Lock, Tired and hungry.

Pick up tow from steamer,

Dinghy full of orange peel and apple cores, Don't like
trippers on steamer,

Clubroom on Horizon,

ashore, Lsked if good time?  Answer, Yes}

P.W.C,

e

(We trust this did not really happen to Leanders, - Ed,)
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ROVER NOTE 8.

Bunny was at the Bazaar, and we were all very pleased to
welcome him and his family amongst us again, if only for a few hours,
However, he made one remark which has significance for us, "You know,
it does not seem anywhere near a year since the last of these
functions”, So here we .are at the end of the year and upon the
threshold of a new, and when I look back and pick out the high lights,
the Coronation, Hero's Crulse, this Bazaar, and a host of other things,
everything seems to have helped increase the bonds of friendship
between the Rcvers, and has brought us rew friends, which reminds me
to mention that we are very happy to have that splendid sport Ethel
Searle in our midst, I feel sure we could not do better than to

‘copy her cxample of the Rover spirit, Thanks Ethell This brings me

to the play, "Night Tide", product of the Brain Trust headed by Bob,
opinions varied, general lmpression being that 1t was good but why
finish when it was Jjust getting intriguing? Anyway in spite of
everything we arc putting the play on again, same place, date 20th
January 1938.. Iumme, I'm another year olderl Skipper, my hot water
bottle and bedsocks, please,

Lt the Rover Mates! lMeeting at Bertis t'other night, thanks
to Mrs,Blden for having us; we made a momentous decision to change
completely our Patrol System, After mush discussion on herding the
new blood together, Ted Clipsham (invited along because of his
experience in other Crews) sald he thought it was definitely wrong to
treat the younger fellows the way we were doing, He polnted out that
in Rovering there is no age limit and that the fellows when in the
Troop looked forward to being able to joln in and associate more
intimately with others who had been in the Troop before thoem, who were
steeped in the old traditions. Of course not all wlll agree, and after
Ted's dictum there was much debating, but when put to the vote it was
decided to re-~arrange the Fatrols once more, mingling the ncw. evenly
with the old, Eyen if thils does not mcet everyone'l's approbation I

foel surc it will assist us materially to arrange a real live Patrol

Competition which I regrebt had to lapse during the building, Our
lectures, our visits to other Crews, our boatwork, many of our
special activities have had to take a very back seat, Do You
Remember all the things we used to do? By all mecans let's remomber,
but let!s do more things now. Ve have a new year before us, Letls go
places, do things, let's live, don't let!'s get static,

Many people have tcld me what-a fine time they had at the first
VWhist Drive of the new series we are running., |Its success was due
largely to'Buster and Arthur who did a lot of spade work in spité of
opposition, on the grounds that Headquarters were unfit, However, we did
it, and when I arrived during the second half I was happy to sce such
a fine gathering of friends and helpers thoroughly enjoying themsclves
in a rcal Scouty atmosphere, I forget how many cups and things I had
to wash up with the assistance of three Scouts. I am golng to miss that
job next time, but I hcpe the fellow wao gets it has more to doj
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This festive season and the subsequent month promise to make
a very busy time for everyonc, Several of us arc geotting together on
Boxing Day at Bob'!s, with a dance to follow, while a few days later
on the 6th January our own Rover Party will be given, a Super Joy
Cruise, 4rthur, who excels in this sort of organising, is getting
things going with a Sub-Committee to holp, On the 20th January as
mentioned earlier, we are prosenting the play "Night Tide" at the
Sea Rangors! Concert, and rumour has it that we are to assist by
singing (chorus work bchind c¢urtains) but don't lect it put you off
becausc the other ltems will be tip top. Then on February 10th a
party is going up to scc¢ Ralph Readert!s ncw play, "The Cpatains and
the Kings - ", There are othor datcs, but those mentioned arc tho
most important, .

I have been foreibly rominded that Christmas is a time for

%iving for on my desk I have a box marked Aiuntilg luriclts Fund for,

ired éditors,’Haraased Nowsmongcers, Ink Bespattered Printers ;
Befogged Inter-lcavers and the Skippor'!s Wife; all donations to -
alas, the Editor ways 1it's not donc., Oh wcll, gontlc reader, ropay
us by repeating your order for another year's "Wator Rat" and herols
a Happy Christmas and a New Year in which somec of your chcrished
ambitions will be fulfilled, but you'!ll have to work darncd hard for
the last bit, believe me,

THE NEV/SMAN,

HELPING THE LINERS HOUE,

Threc men in a boat, - a long coil of ropc, and a hclplcss
liner waiting to dischargo hor passengers and her mail, Sounds a
little mystorious perhaps? Yot the scene is a common one at most of
our large ports, Not that theore is anything wrong with tho liner
herself, nor with the tugs accompanying hor., The $ugs have dono
their work - they have hauled the huge vessel up the river to a point
near the landing stage, yet not ncar cnough for the dcck-hands to
throw ropes to tho men on the stage, so that the linor can moor,

That oxplains thc apparent mystery of the coil of rope -~
and the boatmen, The rope is dropped from the liner's deck to the
walting men in the boat below, and they row to the' stage, where the
rope 1s passed to the stage-men and made fast to onc of Eho heavy
lron bollards, Then the lincrts deck machinery is brought into
action; the rope is quickly hauled taut, and gradually the floating
glant draws necarer to the landing place, The bilg passenger and
cargo boats that use the docks cannot tie up without the help of the
boatmen, The tugs, as in the river, can take the vossel so far
into tho docky but the important "last lap" 1s in the hands of the
men in the 1ittlc boat, ;

CQIE'I‘ J.
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TROOP  JOTTINGS.

I am writing this from a 'bed of sickness! (no it is not
quite as bad as that, but it is the oorrect thing to say) and as my
head is all muzzy, you must forgive me if this is muzzy too,

The Bazaar as you know, was held amid snow and sleet and all
sorts of things like that, but that did not stop peqple from coming
to see Ralph Reader and of course, us, The 3rd‘s put on a show of
"Gang Show" songs a few nights before and many people there, being
told that "the bloke what wrote ’‘em" was opening our Bazaar, came
along and swelled the numbers, I do not know why people like going out
to spend all their money, but strange bto say, they do. A 1little bird
has told me that we made £35, bubt don't take that too seriously because
I expect it will be a bit morel Are you still turning somersaults in

your drcams?

The 'Jamboree Goers' amnd some obthers went to the official film
of the Jamboree at the Y.M.C.i. hall, The operator was of course,

My ,Hider./ifter the film the Typke Flag and the Burton signalling shield
were handed over by last year's winners and presented to the new ones,
Incidentally Leanders won the signalling in 1928, So what about another
shot, you bright young sparks?

Although I couldn't go myself, I hear that last week-end, the
18th-19th December a boat's crew of Leanders, under the Skipper, rowed
down for a night aboard "Discovery". Climatic conditions generally
were exciting, a high spring tide enabling the boat to go over the
rollers at Teadington with only about 4" drop, There was no compectition
to take a rest from rowlng, and thc fellows thought themselves mighty
tough in thelr coats and gioves, till a women's raclng four passed in
scant rowing attire, singing carols) The Lecanders found the Mate
awaiting them on board the "Discovery", moored the boat and sct to work
to thaw out,

On Sunday morning a thorough cxploration of the ship proved
very interesting, but heads were shaken at the rain and snow constantly
falling, After a most excellent stew lunch, however, conditions
improved, and the boat got away for the return, everyone wearing soveral
Jorseys., Good pace was mede with frequent changes until Richmond, where
the tide turned against the boat, dusk settled down, and quite a fnick
fog scttled around. Some funl! It was almost impossiblo to sce the
bank until the boat hit it. However, the Skippcr nobly got ashore
with an electric torch, and following its doubtful glimmer as if it
belonged to a cinema usherctte, the Mate conned the boat back to H.Q.,
where the Crew knocked the ice off their blades and tricd to persuade
their fecet not to stay "froze"., L notable week-ondl

P.WeCa
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WHISPERINGS FROM THE JUNGLE,

Hello Cubs,

Firat and foremsst I knew you all want to bthank lirs, Iric
Ebbage fery very much for presenting the Pack with such a Super
Totem Pole, and I am sure you would like to give her a very special
iWOOF",  You must all work hard now and see who can be the first tm
have his name put on a ribbon for winning a badge.

We all want to thank Rover 'Nobby! Martin for the interest he
is taking in Cub football., We ought to have a good team before long,

Here is the result of the Painting Competition, The first
prize goes to Derek Edwards of Oxted,Surrey, Well done, Derek, your
painting was very nice indeed.

i Very Happy Christmas to you all,

Good Hunting,

LIKELL .

SANTA CLLUS,

i young and rich man was walking one day through the streets
of the town where he lived, when he heard moans and crylng coming
from a house where there lived a nobleman who had lost all his money,
and could not feed or clothe himself and his three daughters, The
young man crept close up to the window and listened, He heard a
little girl say: "Father, do let us go into the streets and beg,
because my two sisters and I are starving and it is Christmas time,"
Then he heard the father say: "No not just yet, not to-night, Let
us wait a little longer, I will pray to God and ask him to save us
from such disgrace,". \

Nicholas, for that was the rich man's name, hurried home,
imong the treasures that his father had left him when he died
were three bars of solid gold, That night he took one of the bars

of gold to the poor man's house, Vhen he got there they had all gone .

to bed, but he found an open window, and standing on tiptoe could
put the bar of gold into the room, The next night he came and left
another bar of gold, and the third night the last bar of gold, but
as he was coming away he tripped up and fell to the ground making

a noise which disturbed the father and he came out and caught
Nicholas, s soon as he saw him, he knelt at his feet and thanked
God for sending Nicholas to him, This is only one of the splendid
gifts which Nicholas gave, in the name of God, and always in secret,
so that he 1s called St,Nicholas, and very little «children bélieve
that at Chrlstmas he fills their stockings with presents, They call
him Santa Claus,




THE WATER RAT,

LISTEN-IN TO AUNTIE MURIEL,

I should like to know who the Rover was who, at 4 p.m, on December
4th, asked Ralph Reader if the Bazaar had been epened., Does E...
Tseooy. know, and if so, what was Ralph's reply?

We aro told that "slow up" and "slow down' mean the same thing, Was
Jess Seesssenn trying to demonstrate this when he slipped recently,

other explanation?

* Since Beses Weeeoo's mother was photographed standing alongside

. H,M,The King recently, B.... is often seen cycling to H.Q.,with his
. cap slung on the back of his bike, A larger size in caps can be

. obtained from the Group's Official Outfitter, B...nl

LR X J se e

Well done "St,.e", I shan't be surprised to see you demonstrating
somersaults on the stage at the next Group Show, if you ocontinue
to make such stridgs, 06lad to hear you come up smiling each timel

Since meetings of the Court of Honour have been preceeded or
followed by Billiards, I hear that the "business of the meeting" has
been disposed of in double quick time, I fear Walt,Lindrum will
soon have to look to his laurels)

3fell, Tes Wh,,e, fancy indulging in "swimming" at this time of the
year, You reaily ought to go straight home in future,

think "N,,.y" Martin looked very !fetching' in his "Assistant
P,T,Instructor's Uniform", Is this also the correct dress for a
b Football Instructor?

LR L
‘

I was very perturbed to witness AsseeP Liessssse!s 'strip-tease! on
the evening of December 4th, What will the Managers of the
All Saints Hall say if they get to hear about 1t?

It was certainly a coinciden¢e that the weather should be so
tarctic! for the recent week-end!camp'aboard the "Discovery"., I am
told that the correct description of the weather was "antarctic"}

trying to run "up" the "down" Escalator at Waterloo, or is there any

t:Zc

—-_—- -




~THAMES SEA - SCOUT SUPPLEMENT TO THE WATER RAT,

SEA ROAMERS EXHIBITION.

Messrs, Selfridges are arranging a SEA ROAMERS Exhibition for a
fortnight early in January, Admiral Campbell requires one or more
Sea Scouts or Rover Sea Scouts, 16 ~ 25 years of age, who can give
whole or part time service in connection with the display of a
Thames Sea Scout Kayak, Meals will be provided, Will anyone
willing to assist in this matter for the whole or any part of the
time please communicate direct with Admiral Campbell at Imperial
Headquarters, Buckingham Palace Road, S,W.l,

"WATCH BELOWY,

A 32 Seater charabanc has been booked to leave London on Saturday
afternoon 15th January, for the evening performance of the Lymington
Sea Scouft Show "WATCH BELOW", This is an excellent opportunity for
a stunning week-end, and a chance to see at first hand, the Lymington
Sea Scouts' Headquarters, etc, The cost 10/-d, includes charabanc
(both ways), tea on arrival and supper on Saturday, breakfast and
lunch on Sunday, and a reserved seat at the Show,

Although the suggestion has scarcely been mentioned to anyone,
twelve seats have already been taken, so application should be made
immediately to R,Collier, 68 Fleet S8treet, E.C.4.

MESSUMS BOATHOUSES, RICHMOND,

At the Annual General Meeting of the Thames Sea Scout Committee
held in November, the Executive was authorised to proceed with a
scheme under which Messums Boathouses, Richmond, would have been
acquired by the Committee for use as H.Q.,,by Sea Scout Groups.
Unfortunately, before the financial side of the matter could be
arranged, not{fication was received that the property had been sold.

Although this opportunity has been lost, there are probably
other properties which would prove suitable for such a scheme, Anyone
knowing of such should send particulars to the Secretary, R.Collier,
address as above, _ _

THE "SEA SCOUT",

After having served a very useful, if somewhat short-lived purpose
on her moorings at Lambeth, the barge "Sea Scout" has been found to
be no longer capable of being maintained without very heavy expenditure
for renewal of much of the under-water planking, The "Sea Scout"
1s therefore to be broken up and will be replaced with a smaller but
more modern craft which will amply merve the purposes of the Lambeth
Groups, now that "Discovery" is available for week-end "cruisers",




