
The Water Rat
Newsletter of Leander Sea Scouts

Leander (Kingston) Sea Scout Group
Headquarters: 92 Lower Ham Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey

Telephone: 020 8549 6286 ñ www.leanderseascouts.co.uk

editor ð Nigel Dufþn ð webmaster@leanderseascouts.co.uk

December 2005

Skipperõs Scrawl
Since the last edition of Water Rat 
the months have been crammed full 
of activities and I am sure you have 
all been looking forward to a peace-
ful Christmas break. That said, from 
the boisterous mood of the Cubs and 
Beavers at their meeting in Decem-
ber, I assume perhaps it wonõt be that 
peaceful!

I managed to get down to Beavers 
at their last meeting in December, 
presenting various badges and also 
had a chance to sample some of the 

party food. I must say what a great 
job Amy has done getting into things 
quickly, so an appeal to you all, we 
must have a second-in-command to 
support Amy. Looking through next 
yearõs Beaver programme, I am won-
dering whether or not to increase the 
building insurance for when they do 
experiments for the Discovery Badge 
ð I understand volcano explosions are 
on the agenda!

I am sure you have all heard that Caro 
has been in hospital and will want 

DC presents Paul with his warrant 

District Commissioner Bob Bushell presented Paul Kitching with his 
warrant during the Packõs visit to the Parish Church. 

to join me in wishing her a full and 
speedy recovery. The District Commis-
sioner, Bob Bushell, joined us at the 
last Cub meeting before Christmas 
to present Paul with his warrant and, 
after an interesting tour of the church, 
the Cubs climbed the bell tower to see 
the bell ringing in progress. Perhaps 
the bell ringers had heard of Paulõs 
presentation. So another appeal, we 
need an additional leader to help with 
cubs whilst Caro is recovering.

I am sure Scout activities will be 
reported elsewhere, however I am 
pleased that the outside activities 
have been continuing, with night 
hikes, and water activities at night. 
Regrettably, we have now had to take 
the gigs and the ôEbbageõ off the moor-
ings for Winter. Thanks to the Explor-
ers for their help in this, even if it is 
only by experience that they learn that 
skirts may not be the most suitable 
attire for climbing around in wet boats 
and then cleaning the boats before 
putting them inside!

So wait for the appeal for help with 
the Winterõs boat maintenance pro-
gramme, but in the meantime I would 
like to wish you a happy Christmas and 
look forward to an exciting programme 
of activities in the New Year. 

Keith Maund




